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PREFACE. 



-♦♦- 



This little work consists of the substance of 
eight consecutive Sunday evening lectures to my 
congregation in Kentish Town, London, and it 
is published at their earnest request. 

All the scientific facts that are brought in evi- 
dence have been carefully gathered from the 
most recent and reliable authorities, and £is far 
as possible are stated in the words of the authors 
of the works from which they are quoted, to 
whom I beg to express generally my obligation 
and acknowledgments. 

My design was to compress as much as possible 
of the higher forms of Christian Evidences into 
the space and time at my disposal ; and thus to 
gather up the best of Science and of Scripture, 
and lay it as a humble offering at- the feet of 
Jesus Christ, the Creator of Science and Religion, 
to whom it rightly belongs. 
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CHAPTER I. 

'^ASTRONOMY.** 

"When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hast or- 
dained ; what is man, that Thou art mindful of him ? 
and the son of man, that Thou visitest him ? " 

Come forth, seeker after God, into the solemn 
night ! far away from great cities where mfin 
crowd together, to those Alpine heig(ht8 which 
God has reared amid the solitudes of the ice and 
the snow. Take good heed to your steps as you 
climb through the forests into the regions that 
lie beyond vegetation. Tread firmly over the 
glacier, until, reaching the summit of the giant 
mountain, we stand apparently alone in the 
creation of God. Now look upward ! We are 
in full view of the silent might ol ^Jw^ ^^^i^sa. ^ 
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God ; the nearer stars and distant constellations 
giving points, and dim masses of Hght npon the 
purple blackness of night. ' We are listening to 
the deep and solemn harmony of the music of 
the spheres. We are reading the poetry that is 
written in characters of light on night's sable 
garments. We behold the architecture of the 
Most High in the colossal structure of sun and 
system, of cluster and universe. And we hear 
the eloquence in which, though there be neither 
speech nor language, its resistless sweep comes 
over us in the mighty periods of revolving 
worlds. 

Let us cleanse ourselves before God by con- 
fession of sin; and then listen to the music, 
though it be deep and solemn ; read the poetry, 
though the letters of its alphabet are the glitter- 
ing stars ; contemplate the architecture, though 
its buildings seem ghostly from their boundless 
number; nor turn from the surging eloquence, 
though its utterance comes to us from sweeping 
worlds. Bather let us exult in this glorious, 
boundless revealing of our inheritance as those 
who, assuredly, are "heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ." In all this diversity there 
is unity as to plan : it is clearly the one mighty 
plan oi the one Mighty God ! In all these 
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masses of material substance there is no isolated 
atom ; the great law of gravitation rules them 
all. If we seek knowledge concerning sun, 
moon, or earth, each can instruct us concerning 
the others. If we would know the weight of 
the earth, the moon will teach us. If we ask 
the thickness of the crust of earth, the moon 
replies, Has the length of day and night ever 
altered? The moon will instruct us, giving a 
satisfactory reply. If all the stars of heaven 
were removed and gone, the sun, moon, and 
earth alone remaining for our search after God ; 
in the exquisite adjustments of this system, — in 
their relative masses, magnitudes, and distances, 
— there would remain proofs of the being of God 
so clear and positive that no sane mind could 
comprehend it and disbelieve. " He appointed 
the moon for seasons; the sun knoweth his 
going down." Why, then, are there so many 
unbelievers 1 Ignorance ! 

Let us ponder on the planetary system of 
which we are atoms, yet heirs ! Start from the 
sun : The first known is Mercury, thirty-six 
millions of miles distant from the sun ; Venus, 
sixty-eight millions ; Earth, ninety- five millions; 
Mars, one hundred and forty-five milliona \ Ju- 
piter, four hundred aiii. McvaX.^-^^ tsS^^'^^s 
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Saturn, nine hundred and nine millions; Uranus, 
eighteen hundred millions ; and Neptune, three 
thousand millions of miles. It was the disturb- 
ance in the motion of Uranus, caused by the at- 
tractive force of Neptune, which led Le Verrier 
and AdaiQS to] calculate its size and position on 
the supposition of its existence, and they were 
successful ! Clearly, we have found plan, and 
if so, GoA The distance from our sun to our 
present sentinel planet Neptune is so great that 
Jupiter and Saturn become invisible, and the 
sun himself has sunk to the appearance of a fixed 
star. Yet, let us remember, the entire scheme is 
under central government, controlled by one law, 
that of gravitation ; every atom of all the count- 
less numbers in all these worlds acts upon every 
other atom ; the worlds are nearly all globular, 
each revolves upon its own axis ; the orbits of 
all are nearly circular, and they revolve in the 
same direction round the common centre. 

Very emphatically, astronomers aver there 
is no chance work in the construction of this 
mighty system. Every planet has been accu- 
rately weighed, poised, placed precisely where it 
should be. K we could cause Jupiter to change 
places with Venus, the result would be fatal to 
the entire system. In the stationing of the 
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worlds around us there is clear evidence of plan, 
thought, God ; for ".plan" assumes " a planner," 
" thought " a " thinker," and such a thinker — 
God ! " The Lord by wisdom hath founded the 
earth; by understanding He hath established 
the heavens." 

One kind of matter only; governed by one 
law, enforced by one God. This law is applied 
by Infinite Wisdom to the formation of suns and 
systems without number crowding the illimit- 
able region of space. All moving harmoniously, 
fulfilling their high destiny, sustained by the 
single arm of Divine Omnipotence. 

Some astronomers have asserted that the 
numerous planetoids which have their orbit be- 
tween Mars and Jupiter are fragments of a great 
planet which has been shattered to pieces. They 
have also seen a world on fire ! They saw a 
large world in the boundless realm of God blaze 
up, and continue blazing for many nights. Then 
it gradually burned down until it became extin- 
guished, and now its light and place among the 
worlds are sought in vain. Somewhere in the 
fields of space are remnants of a bumed-up world. 
In these two instances we have clear manifesta- 
tion of superintending Power and governing 
Will On the one hand^^?^ Vw^ tsS^^-^®* ^^ 
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worlds steadily pursuing their appointed courses ; 
but exceptions appear and prove, not blind, 
changeless force, but a discriminating and inde- 
pendent God. 

Were there inhabitants in this destroyed 
world? Did they think and say, as some say 
here and now, "Where is the promise of His 
coming ; for since the fathers f eU asleep all things 
continue as they were from the beginning ? " If 
so, they were self-deceived, as the men among us 
are. God has said, " The earth shall be burned 
up," and living men have seen the world of which 
I have spoken destroyed by fire. " Be yo also 
ready ! " 

Thus far we have been as pilgrims, travelling 
outward from the sun through the planetary 
worlds. Our journey has been far and grand, ex- 
tending over. six thousand million miles ; but the 
whole of the stupendous scheme is but an in- 
finitesimal portion of the universe of God ; one 
unit amid the countless millions which make 
bright the crowded regions of space. 

Let us listen to the revealings of science. 
Standing at the verge of the planetary system, 
the scenes presented by the starry heavens be- 
come so magnificent as to bewilder the imagina- 
tjon and overwhelm the reason. Worlds, systems, 
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schemes, clusters and universes, rise in sublime 
perspective — fading away into the unfathomable 
regions of space, until even thought itself fails 
in its efforts to plunge across the gulf by which 
we are separated fr^ other parts of Our Brother s 
handiwork, by "whom also (God) made the 
worlds." 

At the verge of our system we are surrounded 
by countless millions of worlds of glory and 
beauty ; and these are all ours, our inheritance. 
Our Father made them by our Brother's hand, 
and they are theirs and ours as " heirs of God, 
joint-heirs with Christ." "What manner of 
persons ought we to be, in all holy conversation 
and godliness ? " 

Let us journey to the nearest fixed star, and 
take our station there. We are sixty millions of 
millions of miles from our sun; and from this 
remote point we might expect to behold " a new 
heavens and a new earth." But it is not so ; 
lift up your eyes ; there are the old familiar con- 
stellations all around. Yonder blazes Orion with 
its rich and gorgeous belt ; there comes Arcturus, 
and still the Northern Star circles her ceaseless 
journey round the pole. There is no change in 
this mighty journey, and the distance over which 
we have passed is but the ttvou^aasA^ ^«:^ 'c?^*^^^^ 
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entire diameter of this grand cluster oi stars and 
systems. The distances are so great, the worlds so 
grand and countless, that the change worked by 
a journey of sixty millions of millions of miles is 
no greater than a person in a large audience 
would experience who should change seats with 
his neighbour. 

Thus true science endeavours to reveal the 
giant work of God. Are you lost in wonder? 
Do you shrink from the investigation, over- 
whelmed by a sense of your own present nothing* 
ness amid the bewildering profusion and glory 
of the handiwork of Christ ? Take courage ! 
You are but viewing your own domain, part of 
the school and theatre of action of the endless 
life. Has not the Creator of all worlds said, 
" Because I live, ye shall live also " ? Here and 
now, bounded by the flesh and blinded by sin, 
we are journeying in thought amid the realms 
that occupy the fields of space ; and I see no 
reason whatever why we may not in reality 
journey together in the wide " kingdom of the 
Father," and as Christ our Brother did among 
us, gain knowledge by actual experience. I see 
not why a verse of my own in years gone by 
should not be realised; and the disciples, two 
sud two, as of old journey from world to world — ^ 



ASTRONOMY. 9 

** From star to star 
'In radiant glory their bright courses winging, 
And ever in their flight the same songs singing 

As angels are." 

Looking thus at our Father's possible purposes 
for our eternal welfare as they may be revealed 
in this passing glimpse of the worlds He has 
made, there is joy unspeakable in the sure know- 
ledge that He is our Father, and He loves us — 
although the Scripture saith, " Lo ! these are but 
parts of His ways; but the thunder of His 
power who can understand?" 

But are these worlds inhabited ? Are they the 
scenes of busy life like the cities of men ; or are 
they still and lifeless, like the deserts of earth, 
or as the moon is thought to be ? To this ques- 
tion science has no definite reply. There may be 
intelligences higher or lower than ourselves ; each 
glorious world may contain sentient beings who 
hope and fear, and love and hate, and joy and 
sorrow, and live and die ; and even sin against 
God as we do ; but of such inhabitants science 
has no knowledge, candidly confessing her lack 
of power to reply to inquiries concerning sentient 
inhabitants of worlds other than ours. Yet 
science does not lack indications in the construe* 
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tion of other worlds that they may be the abodes 
of intelligent life. 

If science be silent, what saith the Scripture ? 
If as yet nian*s powers of penetrating the works 
of God are insufficient to reply, is there any 
light or instruction in the Word of God as to the 
inhabitants of other worlds ? 

I venture to think we have just such dim 
hints as we might expect concerning a subject 
with which we have no present relation ; there- 
fore let us " search the Scriptures," leaving each 
to judge for himself as to the revealing there. 
(Col. L i6, 17 ; EpL L 20-23 ; Heb. xiL 22-24 > 
Kev. xiv. 4; James i. 18; John x. 16, and xiv. 2.) 

If we consider thus, that the stars may be 
inhabited by other created sons of God, possibly 
of forms widely different from ours, but sentient 
and intelligent, we shall agree with the poet's 
thought — 

** Each of these stars is a religious house ; 
I saw their altars smoke, their incense rise, 
And heard hosannas ring through every sphere." 

And we may see fitting and most pleasant occu- 
pation for a portion of our coming eternal life in 
becoming acquainted with them alL I send my 
son to school to learn to live the life that now 
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is ; what if God should send us to learn wisdom 
from each of these millions of worlds, as a pre- 
paration for eternal life ? Then we may come 
to the knowledge that these have sinned like 
unto the children of men ; and that the sacrifice 
of the Son of God was not for us only, but for 
all the sinning and sorrowing worlds throughout 
the universe. Thus in a far wider sense than we 
dream of now, He who gave Himself should be 
King and Head of a Church' which indeed no 
man could number. " The undevout astronomer 
is mad," let us listen to the teachings of sane, 
devout students of the stars. 

If you would see the glory of God, think 
of the interminable range of suns and systems 
which crowd the Milky Way. Examine the scale 
on which the worlds were framed by the word 
of God. Multiply the hundred millions of stars 
that belong to our island universe by the thou- 
sands of systems that exist in space. Take the 
wings of light, flash with impetuous speed, day 
and night, month and year, till youth shall wear 
away and middle age is gone, and the extremest 
limit of human life has been attained. Count 
every pulse, and at each, speed on your way one 
hundred thousand miles, and when the hundred 
years have rolled away, look ioiiVL^ ^\AV^^5sSy\ 
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the thronging millions of blazing suns are still 
around you, each separated from the other by 
such a distance that in this rapid journey, last- 
ing through a century, you have only left half a 
score behind. " The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament showeth Kis handi- 
work." 

Would you obtain a glimpse of the eternity 
of God*s existence in the past ? Eemember that 
the light from those far-off filmy stains on the 
deep blue of heaven, and now falling on your 
eye, has been on its journey for millions of years. 
Then look upward, and acknowledge "From 
everlasting to everlasting thou art God." 

Would you gather some knowledge of Al- 
mighty power ? Weigh the earth on which we 
dwell, then count the millions of its inhabitants 
that have come and gone during these six thou- 
sand years. Unite their strength in one arm, 
and let it attempt to move the earth. It could 
not stir it a single foot in a thousand years ; but 
God makes it fly a thousand miles in a minute. 
This is a mere atom of His power ; at His bid- 
ding every satellite, comet, planet — the sun him- 
self — fly onward in their appointed courses. His 
single arm guides millions of sweeping suns, and 
the great constellations of unnumbered universes 
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around His throne. '* Thou hast a mighty arm, 
strong is Thy hand, and high is Thy right hand." 

Would you comprehend the idea of an All- 
seeing God ? The highest pinnacle of knowledge 
reached by the whole human race, by the com- 
bined efforts of its brightest intellects, has enabled 
the astronomer to compute the perturbations of 
the planetary worlds. He has predicted roughly 
the return of perhaps a score of comets. But 
God has computed the mutual perturbations of 
millions of suns and planets, and comets, and 
worlds without number through the ages that 
are passed, and throughout the ages yet to come, 
not approximately, but with perfect, absolute 
precision. " Can any hide himself in secret 
places that I shall not see him ? saith the Lord. 
Do not I fill heaven and earth ? saith the Lord." 

Would you reach some faint conception of the 
wisdom of God ? Ponder the admirable adjust- 
ments of the magnificent retinue of planets and 
satellites which sweep around the sun. Every 
globe has been weighed and poised j every orbit 
measured and bent to its beautiful form. All is 
motion and change ; but the laws fixed by the 
wisdom of God, though they permit the rocking 
to and fro of the system, never introduce dis- 
order or lead to destruction, AH \s» ^^I's^^'sssSs. 
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harmonious, and the music of the spheres that 
bum and roll around our sun is echoed by that 
of ten millions of moving worlds that sing and 
shine around the bright scene above. " Lord, 
how manifold are Thy works ; in wisdom hast 
Thou made them all!" In thus seeking after 
God in the domain of the stars, we have ob- 
tained a glimpse here and there of " the wond- 
rous works of Him that is perfect in knowledge." 
Let us thank the Great Creator of all and Brother 
of man, acknowledging^ — " Thou, even Thou, art 
Lord alone ; Thou hast made heaven and earth ; 
Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their host; the earthy and all things 
that are therein ; the sea, and all that is therein ; 
and Thou preservest them all, and the host of 
heaven worship Thee." 

Hush ! let us hear the word of the Lord con- 
cerning the redeemed children of men. " I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people." "I 
will receive you, and be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty." 

Lord our God ! we have found Thee. " Be 
it unto Thy servants according to Thy word." 



( 15 ) 



CHAPTER II. 

GEOLOGY. 
'* The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.'* 

" Sbbking after God ; " our searcli commenced 
on the summit of an Alpine mountain, using 
that pure majestic solitude as a standpoint from 
which to view the starry heights and depths 
of heaven. Let us transfer ourselves, as in a 
moment, to the centre of the busiest city of the 
world ; let us stand facing the Royal Exchange 
in London, and again look upward. 

Before us, stretching across the front of the 
building, is that most appropriate motto, chosen, 
it is said, by Prince Albert the Good, " The earth 
is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof ; " and the 
choice of this motto was proof how that highly- 
cultivated Prince regarded the earth and its 
Maker. It may also direct us in our second 
attempt at seeking after God, 

The spirit in which our search. diQ\5l^\3fe"^'!^^^ 
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is shown by Lord Bacon's wise words, " A little 
philosophy inclineth man's mind to atheism, but 
depth in philosophy bringeth man's mind about 
to religion," This aphorism concerning philo- 
sophy is repeated by Dr. Buckland concerning 
geology, for he says, "Superficial geological in- 
vestigations may lead the mind from the Holy 
Scriptures, but thorough investigations lead it 
back." 

To prevent being led astray in this portion of 
search, it is necessary therefore to distinguish 
between the profound and the superficial. This 
is the more necessary because of the wide diver- 
gences of opinions on geology that are known to 
exist The broad lines of geological science were 
laid down at first on suppositions of short periods 
of time and violent catastrophes ; then arose the 
school of geologists, who insisted upon long 
periods and slow uniformity of action, Now 
these theories are being supplanted by a return 
to the former lines, and perhaps a mixture of 
these lines is the best description of the present 
condition of geological knowledge. Another pit- 
fall to be avoided is the supposition that the 
Scriptures were intended to teach natural science. 
The Word of God and Science primers are widely 
different things. But it is also clear that if any 
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statements in the Book can be proved scienti- 
fically untrue, there is an end to the idea of the 
inspiration of Scripture ; and our hope of seeking 
after and finding God and eternal life. 

Iii searching for Grod in the revealings of 
geology it may, perhaps, help us to use the more 
extended view of that science, combining it 
with natural philosophy, with which it so often 
meets and blends. Let us first search in the 
formation and material of the earth on which 
we live. It has been asserted on scientific 
grounds that the earth and all the planets once 
constituted part of the matter of the sun, and 
were parted from its surface and thrown to enor- 
mous but calculated distances from it by explo- 
sive forces of which we can form no adequate 
conception. How can we realise force strong 
enough to hurl a mass of matter as large as Nep- 
tune, three thousand million miles from its start- 
ing-point? Here is Almighty engineering and 
All- wise mathematics if the theory be true. It is 
clear that Infinite Wisdom and Power must have 
been concerned in such gigantic but controlled 
and directed work as this. Whether gaseous or 
not when it left the sun, or was created and 
formed apart, it seems most probable that the 
^arth was in an alnjost liquid coTidiv»\.Q>\i^V^^'^ 
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took its present form of a globe flattened at the- 
poles. 

Thus formed at first in a highly liquefied 
or gaseous condition, in which all forms of life 
known to us were simply impossible Now 
crowded on the land and in the sea with infi- 
nitely diverse kinds of life. Put these thoughts 
together ; — life impossible ; crowded with life ! 
Whence the life ? remembering that every effect 
must have an adequate cause. The answer to 
the inquiry reveals God I Of what was the 
liquefied earth composed ? Assuredly the greater 
part of it, if not all of it, was of gaseous origin 
— a composition of oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, 
and carbon. Whether the earth consisted at first 
of'gases alone, or of gases and metals, is a ques- 
tion that needs more light than we have at pre- 
sent to pronounce upon. But it is safe to assume 
that from these two, all the earth, the seas, and 
their contents have been composed and made the 
theatre of action of life, whatever life may be. 

It is well ascertained that at least the prin- 
cipal part of the rocks of the earth are metallic 
oxides, that is, metals combined or permeated 
with oxygen; thus potassium and sodium com- 
bined with oxygen form potass and soda. 

Now, in such compounds, wherever we tum^ 
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all necessary and healthful things are abundant 
in the crust of the earth, the water, and the air, 
while those comparatively unnecessary or noxious 
are seldom found, and then only after much 
patient labour. Seeking after God 1 Have we 
not found Him displaying His goodness ? " Oh, 
how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid 
up." 

If the oxides of copper or of lead were as 
widely diffused as the oxides of iron, the result 
would have been most disastrous ; and had car- 
bonate of baryta been as abundant as carbonate 
of lime, animal life in aU probability would have 
failed at the beginning before its deadly influ- 
ence ! "Oh that men would praise the Lord for 
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men ! " 

Metallic oxides form the earth, oxygen and 
nitrogen form the air, with a slight admixture of 
carbonic acid and watery vapour, and water is 
formed of oxygen and hydrogen. The animal 
and vegetable worlds are as simple in their ele- 
ments. Carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, and nitrogen 
make up the bulk of all organised bodies, though 
there are also traces of metals. 

Of what, then, are the earth and seas com- 
posed? Of metals, gases^ aiLdlVL^\ ot^^^'s^^jis^' 
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of gases and life only. In the wide diversifying 
of these two or three elements have we not found 
God displaying infinite wisdom ? " Behold, God 
is mighty and despiseth not any ; He is mighty 
in strength and wisdom." 

Let us see this wisdom farther displayed: 
oxygen combining with carbon, kindled by a 
spark, makes fire ; combining with hydrogen by 
a similar process, forms water. If you place a 
living frog's foot under a microscope and thus 
view the circulation of the blood, you will be- 
hold an analogue of the action of waters on the 
earth as they form rivulet, stream, river, and sea. 

Hydrogen, in combination as chief constituent 
of water, rises in vapour to soften and modify 
the air, thus supplying the earth with dews and 
refreshing showers. Carbon clothes earth's sur- 
face with vegetable, of which it is the most 
essential element; and sinking into the earth 
forms coal, marble, and diamonds. It is our main 
source of artificial light and heat. It is solid 
before combustion ; but by burning becomes car- 
bonic acid, which is volatile, else would the world 
have been burned in the ashes of its own fires. 

What are these arrangements ? Unreasoning 
force, or the wisdom of God. 

Jq the;se gaseous constituents of^ earth and 
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seas are stored up explosive forces of the most 
destructive character. A small portion of the 
ocean water contains within itself explosive force 
enough to rend the solid earth to atoms. Of 
quadro-chlorate of nitrogen the inventor formed 
a quantity that did not exceed in size a grain of 
millet seed. He was conveying it to a glass 
globe when it exploded, severely wounding him, 
shivering to atoms almost all the glass in the 
laboratory, and blowing the roof into the air. 
Have we not found God manifesting power] 
" God hath spoken once. Twice have 1 heard 
this, that power belongeth unto God." 

Let us search into the action of life upon the 
inorganic world, and see how it deals with the 
gases of which the earth is composed. The 
vegetable takes the simple inorganic matter 
and forms thereof an organic substance similar 
in its constituents to that of the animal frame. 
This substance the animal, by the process of 
digestion, merely appropriates and assimilates 
with its own; that is, the vegetable kingdom 
prepares the food of the animals by converting 
the inorganic into the organic by the action of 
life. Again, is this the action of blind force ? 
" Who knoweth not in all these that the hand 
of the Lord hath wrought tlife»V* 
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Let us seek after God in the inter-communi- 
cation of the means of life between the animal 
and vegetable kingdoms. With every respiration 
animals breathe out carbonic acid ; this is to them 
a deadly poison, but it is the chief food of the 
vegetable world. The vegetables withdraw this 
acid from the atmosphere, and giving back the 
oxygen it contains, which would poison them, 
they supply thus the means without which we 
could not live. Thus our food is their poison, 
our poison is their food. And by this simple 
but most wonderful arrangement both vegetable 
and animal kingdoms are fed and preserved. 
" The fool hath said in his heart, There is no 
God." 

Glance at the manner in which the earth re- 
ceives water. Sulphur receives water slowly, 
sugar combines with it at once ; the earth receives 
it in a manner mid-way between the two. If 
earth received water as sulphur does, showers 
would rush from the hills and swell the streams ; 
but they would never reach the roots of the com, 
and famine would ensue. If the earth combined 
with water as sugar does, we could not step from 
the house or plough a field; each life-giving 
shower would be an incurable calamity. 

We have here the clearest evidence of God 
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foreseeing and arranging "the end from the 
beginning." 

Simply glancing thus at the highest forms of 
geology, we have followed the now generally 
accepted views of the progress of the earth from 
its chemical and gaseous condition to that of the 
mineral substances, from these to the growth of 
plants, and on to the formation of animal life. 
We have thus passed through the three primary 
kingdoms — ^mineral, vegetable, animal — on our 
way to man, who may fairly be regarded as a 
fourth kingdom, connected with but diverse from 
all the others. 

In our rapid journey through the three king- 
doms we have not found the slightest indication 
of any theory or arrangement that would produce 
life, " The earth saith, It is not in me ; the 
deep saith, It is not in ma" From outside both 
the earth and the sea life must come, or they 
must remain lifeless for ever. There is no 
known element in gas or metal to produce vege- 
table life, no known element in the vegetable to 
account for animal life ; and thus there is a gap 
between the beginning and the end, which true 
science freely confesses her utter inability to bridge 
over. And thus far the Scripture record, that God 
created the heavens and the ^«iXt\v^\JDiJb ^^«5^^Si^^> 



24 SEEKim AFTER GOD. 

the animal, and the man, remains uhtouched, and, 
judging by all experience, untouchable. 

Let us seek further after God in geological 
science, in relation to man and his food. It is 
not disputed that man and the Cerealia, or wheat 
plants, appeared together ; and this is also true 
of all the garden fruits. It is plain that if man 
had appeared in th^ earlier stages of the geolo- 
gical record he must have starved, because there 
was nothing he could eat, No single geologist 
has yet spoken of finding anything "good for 
food " for man among the earlier developments 
of plant life upon the earth ; but it is commonly 
asserted that man, and the food upon which he 
could exist, appeared together upon the earth, or 
rather, to be exact, that the food plants preceded 
the man by a very small space of time.- And 
here it may help us to inquire concerning the 
primary man. How? and whence? A little 
babe, or a grown man ? An infant spontane- 
ously produced by inefficient sources, and thrown 
from the air or laid upon the earth by — Nobody 1 
If so, in what possible way was he " nourished 
and brought up "? And whence the needed com- 
plement, in the form of the woman, without 
which the one man must have remained solitary 
until death released him t 



GEOLOGY, 2$ 

If man was created as an adult, and if every 
effect had an adequate cause, it is certain that 
man's life and intelligence must have had a liv- 
ing and intelligent source. Unhelievers often 
exult in the difficulties of Scripture. Here are 
profound difficulties on their side with which 
they have never been known to grapple ; from 
which they gladly take refuge in the unproved, 
disproved, and dying theory of evolution. 

But let us press the question : Why should 
man and his food appear together in the last 
geological epoch if there were neither design nor 
designer 1 If accident rules the universe, this is 
one of the countless numbers of co-ordinated 
things which are utterly unexplained and unex- 
plainable. 

But we only pass from one difficulty to an- 
other on the theory of chance or accident when 
we inquire concerning the wheat-plants. How 
is it that they require ctdtivation to continue as 
eatable wheat? What is the purpose of their 
going back to uneatable wild grasses unless under 
the care of man ? It is well known that such is 
the fact, that wheat left to itself will only pro- 
pagate sparingly, and in a very few seasons will 
become so wild as to be utterly unfit for nourish- 
ing food. How came this (\iia.l\t^ \» \i^ Ssiws^sssis* 
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in this plant if not placed there by Him who 
gave it to man for food? Have we not again 
found God in -science proving to man that in 
'* the sweat of his face " he must " eat bread " ] 
As with the question of man and his food, so 
also as to the man himseH. The assumption 
(which is not only unproved, but in the face 
of all producible evidence) is that man has de- 
scended from the monkey, and the monkey's 
remote ancestor was a jelly-fish sticking to a 
stone at the bottom of the sea, — the assumption 
clearly proving the desperate shifts to which 
those are reduced who would deny a creating 
and superintending God. 

K man be descended from the monkey, then 
the earliest specimen of the human race that 
geology discloses should be but little advanced 
in type beyond this asserted unflattering an- 
cestry. Is that the case 1 The earliest known 
human skull is that found by Dr. Schmerling 
of Liege, in the case of Engis. Therefore this 
skull is the best test known to exist of man's 
descent. It was examined by Professor Huxley, 
who thus describes it : " The skull was shown, 
however, by all its measurements to be fully as 
well developed as that of an average European." 
Here we have found God in the latest science 
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testifying to the truth of the record that He 
" created man." 

Has not our search after God been successful ? 
Have we not found Him ? Have Tve not seen 
the clearest proofs of personal power, wisdom, 
and goodness in all the wonderful arrangements 
that we have passed in such rapid review ? And 
if here and now, blinded by sin and turned 
aside by prejudice, we can find so much evi- 
dence of God and His works in the book of 
nature, which is open to the study of all, what 
shall we find in the book of grace when, in 
answer to earnest believing prayer, we are led 
by the Spirit of God Himself " into all truth. " 

After He had fittingly prepared the earth to 
receive man, God created "him in His own 
image," giving him the horse and the dog for 
servants, the wheat-plants and the garden-fruits 
for food. God placed man in a sinless world of 
beauty, and, made him companion and friend. 
But man sinned, and came short of the glory of 
God; and thus the divine fellowship was lost 
to him. 

Then " God looked down from heaven " and 
beheld the race He loved sinning and sorrow- 
ing, sunken and hopeless, staggering on to ever 
deeper depths; and God pitied lL\a ci^^^T«!L%S»^ 
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his misery, and sent His beloved Son to save 
him. 

At a price we shall never fully know, the 
favour of God is thus restored to all who are 
willing to receive and to live in it. Man re* 
ceives back in Christ far more than he lost in 
Adam, and becomes again the child, scholar, 
companion, and friend of the God of science, of 
Scripture, and of heaven. 

There are multitudes of our race to whom this 
is as clear as the light by which they see, as 
certain as the life they know they live. It 
has come to these by believing in God through 
the Word He has sent ; and this Word is open 
to all who desire to know Him, whom to know 
is eternal life. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HISTORY. 

"The hand of the Lord shall be known toward His 
servanta, and His indignation toward His enemies." 

Wb have found God in astronomy, creating and 
governing the stars of heaven ; in geology, pre- 
paring the earth for the sons of God — the chil- 
dren of men. We are now to seek for Him in 
the domain of history ; tracing the working of 
His hand as it has been shown in the govern- 
ment of our race. We are to see the Christ of 
Gk)d — God Himself — by whom the worlds were 
made — to whom all power is given in heaven 
and on earth — directing and ruling the world. 

To thread rightly this long and tangled laby- 
rinth of the events of thousands of years, we 
shall need a clue to guide us, some leading 
principle to which all events may be referred, 
and which will explain them. «IL "^ ^j^Og. ^ 
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principle be found and applied successfully, we 
may rest in quiet certainty that we have found 
the truth. 

The proposition is: — "The history of the 
world is revealing itself as the history of the 
Church of Christ; the history of the redemp- 
tion of the kingdom of God from sin and its 
results." To work out this redemption the plan 
of God has been to spread the knowledge of 
Himself, of sin, and of Satan throughout the 
world. To watch intelligently the working out 
of this plan is to seek for, and find God in 
history. In the beginning of history God and 
man were friends; God was teacher, man student; 
but man transgressed God's commands, and thus 
became estranged from Him. God devised the 
plans of redemption and regeneration, and our 
work is to trace the revealing of these plans to 
the world lying in wickedness; without God, 
having no hope in this life, or clear knowledge 
of the endless life that is to follow. 

The search for God in history rightly com- 
mences with the most ancient history known 
to exist. 

Searching the history before the Flood, w« 
find the existence of several of the principal 
arts; as agriculture, working in metals, and 
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specially music, were known and practised. It 
is very noteworthy that we have thus before the 
Flood the art of music so far advanced, that we 
have not yet passed beyond it. Thet/ had wind 
and stringed instruments; tee have really no more, 
for percussion instruments cannot properly be 
called musical. Passing over the Flood (of which 
such clear evidence exists among many nations), 
we may notice that the progeny of Noah, leaving 
the district of Ararat, occupied "the land of 
Shinar," the great alluvial plain towards the 
mouth of the Euphrates and Tigris. Here they 
would " build a tower," but by the intervention 
of God their language was confounded and they 
ceased to build. This fact is mentioned in the 
history of Abydenus, and is proved by the mixed 
character of the languages on the monuments 
and the name of the tower, " The tower of the 
Tongues." In Chaldea the family of Terah is 
established ; but God intervenes, and Abraham 
receives a command to emigrate, " not knowing 
whither he went." The command is, neverthe- 
less, obeyed; he goes forth upon his strange 
errand, and becomes the founder of one family 
and nation, of which the descendants are in- 
disputably in our midst "unto this day." It 
seems but a little thing to vfotok ^3a. ^\3Kv^'?i2ci^ 
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("not right in his head," as modem judgment 
would go) thus leaving the known for the 
utterly unknown ; but in these small beginnings, 
leading on to mighty ends, are oftentimes found 
the clearest, most convincing traces of God in 
history. 

A young lad is dreaming in his father's home, 
and in the innocence of his heart he tells his 
dreams to his father and his brethren. His 
father passes by the dreams with words of loving 
remonstrance, but his brethren treasure them 
up in embittered hearts. An opportunity occurs; 
they first propose to murder him, but finally sell 
him into slavery. He is taken into Egypt, falsely 
accused, thrown into prison; there the same 
means that brought him into trouble brings him 
before the powerful monarch, and still the same 
procures favour and power for him in the govern- 
ment of the land. The widespread famine occurs, 
and his bretliren come to him for food; his 
father is brought to him, and all the family find 
food ; thus the germ of a powerful nation is pre- 
served through a young lad's dream. Have we 
.not found God in the history of Joseph in Canaan 
and in Egypt ? 

We may still farther trace the hand of God in 
Eoypt. ^ The Israelites have increased so greatly 
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as to arouse the suspicion and anger of the reign- 
ing king, and he commands the murder of all 
male infants of the feared race. Moses is bom — 
hidden — and at length committed to the sacred 
river for the sacred crocodiles to eat, as perhaps 
thousands of others had been before him. 

See him in the ark, his sister watching on the 
reedy bank ; the princess comes, sees the floating 
vessel ; she knows well how it comes to be there, 
and her womanly compassion is moved toward 
the helpless little one. He is rescued, taken to 
his own mother to nurse, and brought up as the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, and so grandson of 
the king. Thus he becomes learned in all the 
wisdom of that wise and ancient race; and his 
learning is strengthened by experience in courts 
camp, and battlefield. Seeing one of his country- 
men being beaten and probably murdered, he 
interferes, slays the oppressor, and must flee. 
Afterward he returns and becomes the cham- 
pion, the deliverer, leader, and legislator of the 
chosen people of God, from whom, in due time, 
the Christ came for their wider deliverance and 
our own. "God in history." 

A young orphan girl is being brought up in 
her uncle's house, and he has a dispute with one 
of the chief servants of th^ tvo^, 1\i^Vss^% 
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drinks too much, and wishes the queen to exhi- 
bit her beauty to his courtiers and attendants. 
She refuses, is dethroned, and the orphan girl is 
raised to the vacated place. A cruel conspiracy 
is devised against her countrymen ; she is made 
acquainted with the plot, which involves herself, 
and determines to attempt its defeat at the risk 
of her own favour and life. The attempt suc-f 
ceeds, the people are rescued; and thus the 
orphan girl becomes the saviour of her whole 
nation ! But is this story of Esther true } Assur- 
edly ! On the loth, nth, and 12th of March, in 
this year 1884, the Jews held the fast she re- 
quested, and the feasts that ensued upon their 
deliverance by her hand. Again, " God in his- 
tory." 

After Nebuchadnezzar had captured Jerusalem 
and taken the captives to Babylon, he gave orders 
that some of them should be instructed in the 
learning and tongue of the Chaldeans; and 
among those chosen was Daniel By interpret- 
ing the king's dream in Babylon, as Joseph had 
done in Egypt long before, he was raised to high 
place and great power in that gorgeous city of 
the great king- Intoxicated by pride and long 
success the king forgot himself, and was con- 
/signed by the God of heaven to herding with th^ 
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beasts of the field. After his death the wise 
counsellor was neglected if not forgotten, until 
his wisdom was again needed by the grandson of 
the great king, and he was again restored to place 
and power. Again, *^ God in history." 

So far, we have traced God in history, the 
Holy Scriptures; and it is competent to an 
objector to ask for proofs from other sources. 
The proof thus desired can be furnished in such 
abundance that many volumes would be needed 
for the recital. All the instances quoted since 
J^oah have been taken from Jewish experience ; 
it only needs to be kept in mind that it was 
declared and known that of these people the 
Christ should come, to understand and appre- 
ciate these varied and repeated interferences and 
arrangements on their behall Then the Christ 
came, and with Him also came the clearest pos- 
sible evidence of " God in history." The Divine 
Hand can be plainly traced in His birth, preser- 
vation, training, teaching, miracles, sufferings, 
death, and resurrection from the dead. 

For many centuries previous to the earth-life 
of the Son of God a new power had been de- 
veloping in the world, which reached its highest 
point while the Christ was living a peasant life 
in Galilee. Two things only ^\\3l \i^ ti^Na^'^^ ^*v^ 
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many that might be adduced,— the first, the 
roads made by this nation, and the privileges 
conferred through all the vast empire by being a 
citizen of Rome. 

The Christ had been crucified, the awful price 
of man's redemption paid to the uttermost, and 
the time had come to spread the knowledge of 
the gospel of the grace of God over the whole 
earth, then lying in despair and darkness that 
might be, and was, most keenly felt. 

Here we trace God in history. The Romans 
had made roads from Rome to Jerusalem on the 
east, and to the far borders of Scotland on the 
west. Thus the means of swift and easy com- 
munication from Jerusalem to Scotland was pre- 
pared, and thus the glad tidings of redemption 
and salvation were speeded on their way. 

The time, the tidings, the rojads, and the 
traveller appeared together, and this Paul — 
aforetime Saul — had all the privileges of Roman 
citizenship to protect him as far as possible on 
his painful, perilous joumeyings as the "am- 
bassador of Christ." We have only to think of 
Roman roads and citizenship to see the arrange- 
ment of God in history preparing the way for 
the swift spread of the gospel of His Son. 

The oak, in order that it may fix its roots 
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deeply in the earth, must ahide the shocks of 
centuries of tempests ; so was it with the Church 
of Christ. Tempest upon tempest, storm on 
storm, has been her lot through all her history. 
Driven from Jerusalem, persecuted in and ban- 
ished from Rome, hiding in the Catacombs, 
dying in the arena, persecution after persecution 
broke upon her; she could look upward, com- 
plaining, " All Thy waves are gone over me." 

But storm, tempest, persecution, only rooted 
the new religion more firmly in the midst of the 
nations ; until three centuries after the birth in 
Jerusalem the Roman Emperor saw the sign of 
the Cross in the air, and the words came to 
his listening ear, " In hoc signo vinces" — ** In 
this sign thou shalt conquer." ** Then had the 
churches rest;" and in the recorded vision of 
the Emperor Constantine the Church gratefully 
acknowledged the hand of God in history. 

Then arose the predicted great apostasy and 
idolatry in the professing Church of Christ. 
Rome pagan gave place to Rome papal, and the 
darkness of idolatry overspread almost all the 
known world. For many centuries the light 
gleamed only here and there ; but the time and 
the man of God came. In Germany a boy was 
singing ballads in the stt^^\.^ iot \ftQ^\ ^S^«^- 
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wards he became a monk. In the monastery he 
stndied the Bible, and by the hand of €rod was 
led to Bome. There, while engaged in an idola- 
trous action, the light of the Holy Scripture 
flashed upon him ; and thus in Bome itself the 
change came to the obscure Grerman monk, which 
was the commencement of the final and complete 
overthrow of the Boman Papacy. A strange 
coincidence ! or " Grod in history." 

Pass from Grermany to England. The tyrant 
King Henry YIIL had withstood the idolatrous 
priest of Bome, and some light had appeared in 
our native land. The voluptuary went to judg- 
ment His horrible daughter, Mary, succeeded 
him ; murdered the saints of Grod in multitudes, 
and went to answer for her deeds before the 
King of saints. And Elizabeth was seated upon 
the throne. The Pope and the King of Spain 
conspired together to bring England again under 
idolatry, and a monster fleet was prepared to 
enforce again the spiritual dominion of the Pope. 
But a terrible storm arose; the Armada was 
shattered, and by the mercy of God the light of 
the gospel was continued to England. " God in 
history," 

But after many years darkness again came 
over England, and Cromwell and Hampden ar- 
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ranged to emigrate to America, to obtain freedom 
and escape the linbearable tyranny of the king* 
But they were arrested ere they could leave 
their native shores ; and, step by step, Cromwell 
was led on to the Protectorate, not only of Eng- 
land, but also of the Waldensian Church, against 
the tyranny of the Pope and the bloodthirsty 
servants of his wilL The threat of Cromwell on 
behalf of the persecuted Waldensians is well 
known, and that it was successful is shown by the 
fact that they have recently built and opened a 
Waldensian temple in Rome. " God in history.'* 
But Cromwell lived his life and found his place 
in the great hereafter ; and again oppression and 
tyranny, under a Veiled Romanism, ruled our 
land. Then the Pilgrim Fathers, seeking liberty 
to worship God and Christ, went forth to the 
New World, and laid the foundation of the 
wonderful Protestant republic of America. 

The discovery of America by Columbus oc- 
curred through a mistake in Ptolemy's Map of 
the World, which extended the eastern part of 
the continent of Asia so enormously, as to bring 
it round almost in contact with the western 
parts of Europe and Africa, so making much 
less distance across the Atlantic to Asia. Con- 
sulting the map, Columbua ioYOi^^ S}^^ SS^^^ ^^. 
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efPecting a passage to India by a "Westerly route, 
and thus became tbe discoverer of America. 
Thus when the land was needed for a refuge for 
Christ's persecuted ones it was ready. Dis- 
placing the superstitious and idolatrous Indians, 
the first stones of that wonderful structure, the 
United States, were laid, and it has gone on 
increasing until this day. There the great Eng- 
lish-speaking race — Englishmen and their de- 
scendants — and those of other nations who have 
joined them, are clearly working out their por- 
tion of the grand design by assisting in spreading 
the knowledge of God "in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself " over all the nations 
of the earth — God in history overruling the in- 
justice, oppression, errors, and infirmities of men 
for the spread of the gospel of His Son. 

The book that has been most useful to 
Christianity next to the Holy Scriptures is the 
" Pilgrim's Progress." Before it was written, John 
Bunyan, its author, was a soldier, and was to be 
placed as a sentinel at the siege of Leicester in 
1645. A companion of his by his own wish 
took Bunyan's duty as sentry that day, and was 
shot through the head. Here is the Guiding 
Hand. 

For the spread of the gospel, the art of print- 
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ing was needed. A Dutchman was amusing 
himself cutting letters on the bark of a tree and 
transferring them with ink to paper. Then he 
cut out the letters from the bark and conveyed 
them home to amuse his children with them^ 
Thus printing was discovered, and the means of 
producing the Scriptures as fast as they are 
needed. Here we have the Foreseeing Mind 
directing the Guiding Hand. A minister in 
Wales was speaking to a girl among the hills, 
who was going twelve miles to get a lesson from 
the Scriptures, having no Bible of her own. 
This lack so impressed his mind that he under- 
took a long weary journey to London, and his 
visit led to the establishment of the Bible 
Society. 

Yet once more. Think of the " two or three " 
who met in London to ponder the question of 
missions to the heathen world. Bemember the 
offer made by the ex-Shoemaker — "I will go 
down, if you will hold the rope;" that is, if 
they would do their best that he should not be 
starved while preaching the gospel to the regions 
beyond. 

Now, let these converging lines meet in your 
thought. The Scriptures written — ^the means 
of their indefinite mult\pV\c»X\OTL y^q<\^^^ — ^^ 
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society ready to undertake the translation and 
printing, and the world opening to receive the 
Word of God. " God in history." Note the giant 
progress of the Scriptures and of missions in d 
single century. Think of the training of mis- 
sionaries ; David Livingstone, at the age of ten, 
working in a cotton factory, obtaining his educa- 
tion as hardly ad possible — the best way to get 
it — and afterward travelling thousands of miles 
through Africa to open it Up to the gospel of 
Christ. Remember his father-in-law, Robert 
Moffat, and his great work among the Bechuanas. 
Ponder the grand life-histories of Williams, and 
Patteson, and Bums, and Carstairs Douglas, and 
all God's shining host of mission labourers, 
whose work is done, whose rest is won, and in 
each life and work let us trace "God in his- 
tory." 

If we seek after God in th6 present revival 
of true religion in France and Italy, shall we not 
find Him ? Let us remember Irenseus and his 
bishopric of Lyons in the second century ; down 
through all the centuries the light has burned 
there, is burning now. Pass from Lyons to Paris, 
and find there the English clergyman who went 
among the vilest and the worst to spread the 
tidings of redemption and salvation. How God 
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has led, and prospered, and blessed him and his 
helpers, in their brave self-denying work of 
Regaining France for Christ. Pass round the 
borders of the sapphire sea to Italy, and note 
the reconquering there. Perhaps the darkest 
spot in the lovely land was Loretto ; but there, 
as in almost all the land, the pure gospel is faith* 
fully preached and taught And at the foot of 
the Bridge of St Angelo, at Eome, stands the 
College of the Free Christian Church of Italy. 
"God in history," We close our search by a 
glance at the gathering historical evidences of 
the truth of Scripture as they are now accumu- 
lating under the guiding hand of God. 

Just when the predicted battle is being fought 
in the fields of science, evidence upon evidence 
is given of the truth of the Book that reveals 
redemption and eternal life to man. We thank- 
fully note the work of the Palestine Exploration 
Committee in Jerusalem and the Holy Land ; 
the unveiling of the histories of Assyria and 
Babylonia ; the discovery of the Moabite Stone ; 
the recent discoveries of Nebuchadnezzar's in- 
scriptions in Lebanon ; and the great aqueduct 
in Jerusalem — all confirmatory of the truth of 
the Word of God, and occurring just when needed 
for the conflict attempted lo \i^ ^^'^^ nsn. "v^k^ 
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name of science against the ground of our eternal 
hope. 

Recognising thus the hand of God throughout 
all the ages, making the history of the world, 
the history of the Church of His Son, our loving 
Brother, let us re-echo the triumphant shout of 
the prophet of old : " Arise, thou ! Shine, 
thou ! for thy light is come, for the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee." " Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven." 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

" RELIGION." 

" Pure religion and undefiled.** 

Wb have sought for traces of God in astronomy, 
in geology, and in history ; we renew our search 
in the domain of religion. We will take advan- 
tage of our search to bring non-religion and false 
religions into our fields of view, having thus 
an opportunity of contrasting Christianity with 
atheism and the religions of the world. "If 
haply we might feel after Him, and find Him, 
though He be not far from every one of us." 

Let us first bring the test we propose to use 
into view and define it, that we may proceed in 
orderly fashion. "We therefore define Chris- 
tianity as the knowledge and belief of ruin by 
the Fall, redemption by Christ, regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit, and the inward and outward 
human lives that are founded on and actuated 
by such knowledge and f aitli, IX. ^^ \i!^ '%ft«^ 
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at once that this definition of necessity assumes 
the existence of God and the authority of Holy 
Scripture. So defined, let us examine non- 
religion and other religions in as perfect con- 
trast as we may he ahle to hring to hear upon 
them. 

First let us hriefly put Christianity and atheism 
into contrast. "We have defined the first; this 
is the contrast — atheism rejects the existence of 
God, knows nothing of moral obligation, blots out 
immortality, throws up the universe to the blind 
direction of chance, or chains it down to the 
iron dominion of fate. 

These are the two systems in contrast. Now 
proceed to view their influence upon the intel- 
lect, conscience, and life of their respective fol- 
lowers. As to intellect, ponder on the two 
systems as furnishing motives for intellectual 
culture, and as opening up fields for intellectual 
exercise. 

As to motives for intellectual culture, the 
atheist laughs at the idea of his own immor-^ 
tality; his thinking principle is a thing of chance, 
and will become non-existent at the death of the 
body. The Christian has an unwavering faith 
in immortality, and believes that all the trea- 
jsures oi memory, of wisdom, and of knowledge 
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shall be his after death and throughout eternity. 
I need scarcely ask you which is the strongest 
incentive to culture. Why should an atheist 
cultivate that which may be annihilated at any 
moment? Next, as to conscience, atheisip. de^ 
nies its existence, while Christianity asserts it. 
As to atheism, there is no place in it for the 
doctrine of conscience ; no atheist could admit it 
without abandoning his creed, for the existence 
of conscience supposes the existence of God, and 
this the atheist denies. Now Christianity recog^ 
nises the existence and acknowledges the author 
rity of the dictates of conscience. The Christian 
regards it as holding the highest office in the 
soul ; an office to which it has been appointed 
by the great Judge and Lawgiver. He sees the 
rule of conscience in the Holy Scriptures, and 
contemplates th^ retribution to which it points 
hereafter. 

Hence it is clear that atheism darkens the 
conscience while Christianity supplies the light 
it needs. Atheism paralyses the conscience, 
Christianity quickens it. A man without a con^ 
science can have no sense of wrong-doing ; there 
is nothing within to prevent him committing any 
crime, except the fear of human punishment ; if 
he can evade that, there la n.o T^^'ai^^^xaS^^ ^^ 
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with the Christian the contrary is the case; 
to an awakened conscience, "I ought not," is 
sufficient barrier ; " Thou, God, seest me," a 
sufficient preventive of evil and incentive to 
good. 

That these statements are borne out by facts 
will be clearly seen by contrasting the effects of 
Christianity and atheism on the life of each be- 
liever. We look around in vain for any good 
work springing from the loud profession of 
atheism and agnosticism. We search for its 
good^ja^orks, and we search in vain. 

But go where you will in our giant London, 
you will find earnest Christian work all around 
yoTL Among the poor, the lost, the ignorant, 
the prisoners, the sick, the dying, you will find 
Christians hard at work. In prison cells, hospi^ 
tals, infirmaries, casual wards, refuges, you will 
find them ; they are constantly engaged in " seek- 
ing the lost." If we take the test that Jesus gave, 
" By their fruits ye shall know them," we have 
assuredly found God in Christians; so in religion. 
Nor in justice to our subject must we omit the 
consideration that, ** if Christianity be true, 
atheists hazard everything; if atheism be true, 
Christians hazard nothing." I shall sleep as 
unconsciously as he ; if his despair be realised, 
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for me no disappointment, for him no know- 
ledge of triumphing over me. But if God bring 
" all flesh before Him," " every work into judg- 
ment," where will atheists be in that day 1 

It is but a swing of the pendulum from the 
"no God*' of the foolish atheist and ignorant 
agnostic, to the "gods many and lords many" 
of paganism and heathenism. To bring Christi- 
anity and ancient and modern paganism into 
broad general contrast, let us think upon their 
respective doctrines, worship, and molality. 

Paganism teaches a wide plurality of gods, 
but Christianity speaks of one God only. 

The enormous number of the gods of paganism 
is shown in both sacred and profane history. 
We read of the gods of Syria, of Sidon, of Moab, 
of the children of Ammon and of the Philis- 
tines. About 900 B.C. the Greeks had thirty 
thousand gods, and so dissatisfied were their 
descendants with all these that Paul found in 
Athens an altar with this inscription, " To the 
unknown God." What kind of gods these were 
is well known to every classical student, and a 
very brief description will prove. They married, 
quarrelled, fought, kicked each other; one was 
kicked out of heaven and had his leg broke, 
which made him limp so abaurdl^ tlaa.^ ^^^ O^^^ 
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gods laughed at him. There was a god of 
thieves and pickpockets, who was an expert 
thief himself, rohhing his fellow-gods. No won- 
der the learned were atheists and the ignorant 
grovelled in the basest superstition. If we 
pass from ancient Greece to modem Hindostan, 
we find the number of gods increased from 
thirty thousand to three hundred and thirty 
millions. 

Now compare these statement with the Scrip- 
tures, first with the battle-cry of Israel, " Hear, 
Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord ! " Pon- 
der Christ's teaching to the Samaritan woman, 
" God is a Spirit ; and they that worship Him, 
must worship Him in Spirit and in truth ; *' and, 
" Before Me there was no God formed, neither 
shall there be any after Me." 

The gods of paganism are senseless, imperfect, 
unworthy of worship. Christianity exhibits a 
God of infinite perfection. The pagan gods were 
first the sun, moon, stars, &c. ; afterward the 
spirits of the dead who had been clever and 
strong ; still afterward, qualities such as fidelity, 
safety, liberty, concord, victory ; and lowest of 
all, the prowling beast, the ravenous bird, the 
venomous reptile, and even crawling insects. So 
low the children of the living God sunk when 
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they had utterly forgotten Him. But they went 
lower than even the worship of insects. There is 
no combination of matter so loathsome, no form 
of* vice so degrading, nothing within the range 
of human imagination so monstrous, but has 
been enthroned in some form or other, and wor- 
shipped by paganism as a god. Out of this 
horrible pit and miry clay of paganism, come 
into the free atmosphere and clear light of the 
Word of God, and hear and see. " Thou coverest 
thyself with light as with a garment" " The 
very heavens are not clean in His sight." " Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord our God." 

Glance next at the contrasted worship of 
paganism and Christianity. Paganism is ex- 
ternal ceremony; Christianity intelligent and 
spiritual Hear Christ — " Ye worship ye know 
not what; we know what "we worship." The 
worship of paganism is absurd ; of Christianity 
a reasonable service. Pagan worship brings the 
worst affections into play ; Christianity the best. 
And now the last point of contrast between 
paganism and Christianity is morality. Pagan- 
ism, like atheism and secularism, has no authori- 
tative rules of morality. Christianity has one 
that is clear, certain, and authoritative. 

Seeing how decisive this ^ovaX. Sa ^^nsjl^ 
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them, modem infidels have racked the world to 
find some scraps and shreds of morality indepen- 
dent of the Scriptures, and the search has been 
in vain. It can be clearly shown that any axiom 
in morals found in paganism is far more clearly 
and authoritatively given in the Holy Scriptures. 

Further, paganism consecrates immorality; 
Christianity frowns upon it and opposes it. The 
actual results of paganism are seen in every 
species of iniquity and crime; while the fruits 
of Christianity are seen in whatsoever things 
are pure, honest, lovely, and of good report. 

There is no true god in paganism ; our search 
there is fruitless and vain. 

In passing on to contrast Mohammedism with 
Christianity, we shall characterise Mohammed 
as of the earth, earthy, and Jesus as the Lord 
from heaven. There are four points of contrast 
that show these respective faiths — the grounds of 
the authority, the means of their propagation, the 
characters of their founders, and their influence 
on the world. 

As to grounds of authority, Mohammed makes 
no serious pretence to miracles, has not even any 
plausible prophecies, and the Koran is destitute 
of internal marks of being divine revelation. 
The Scriptures contain undoubted miracles, in- 
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disputable prophecies, and the clearest possible 
marks of superhuman character and power. 

A very few words will contrast the means of 
propagation of the two systems : Mohammedism 
was propagated by the sword and force ; Christi- 
anity has depended on moral power alone. Mo- 
hammedism pandered to prejudices and passions ; 
Christianity withstood them all. Mohammedism 
was spread by a conquering tyrant ; Christianity 
by a few fishermen without arms or money. We 
need not spend time in contrasting the characters 
of Mohammed and Christ, but remark that Mo- 
hammed was inconsistent, crafty, ambitious, and 
sensual ; Jesus holy, harmless, undefiled. The 
last point of contrast is as to their influence in 
the world. Mohammedism opposes intellectual 
improvement, withers moral virtues, has always 
been identified with a despotic government, and 
maintained a steady war against human progress 
and happiness. 

In all these things Christianity directly opposes 
Mohammedism ; for our holy faith leads us to 
believe we are preparing here for eternity here- 
after, and must do so by becoming more and 
more like Christ. The first note of Christianity 
— " Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
goodwill to men " — is to soun^ MXixovx^ ^^>^s^ 
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history, and thus must necessarily advance all 
true human progress and happiness. 

Not in the religion of the false prophet shall 
we find the kingdom of God. 

So we come to the last of the great religions of 
the world, that of Romanism ; and here, again^ 
we must seek after God in contrast with Chris- 
tianity. Therefore we will compare their con- 
formableness to reason, their claim to antiquity, 
adaptation to human nature, and effects on 
human society. 

It is not in conformity with reason that Ro- 
manism advances a claim to infallibility. It 
claims for the Pope that he is infallible; but 
Pope Gregory declared that whosoever should 
claim the universal episcopate should be anti- 
christ. This claim was made by Boniface III. 
within a few years, and by his successors. If 
Gregory was infallible, then Boniface and suc- 
ceeding Popes were antichrist. Infallible ! 
John XII. was convicted of perjury, blasphemy, 
and murder. Alexander VL was poisoned by 
poison he had prepared for one of his cardinals ] 
There is no perjury, blasphemy, murder, or 
poisoning in the religion of Jesus Christ, but 
" love and joy and peace in the Holy Ghost." 

Romanism enjoins the worship of dead men 
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and women as saints. Hear some prayers : " 
George, we beseech thee, that we, with all the 
faithful, may be joined to the citizens of heaven." 
" O martyr Christopher, make us to be in mind 
worthy of the love of God 1" Of these saints 
to be prayed to there are fifty-four ponderous 
volumes, comparable to the pagan gods of Greece. 
Christianity condemns the worship of men dead 
or living, or angels, and commands us to wor^ 
ship God alone ; therefore God, having revealed 
Himself to be worshipped, Christianity is of 
God. Taking these as samples of conformity to 
reason, glance at their claims to antiquity. If 
you examine the doctrine of the worship of saints 
and images and relics, the non-marriage of the 
clergy, the doctrines of purgatory, and indul- 
gences — and these are the specific teachings of 
Komanism — you will see they are corruptions 
which crept into the Church of Christ to defile 
and to destroy, — the Church being first pure, 
then becoming corrupt and apostate so far as its 
members followed the dictates of Eomanism. 

Contrast the adaptation to human nature of 
Eomanism and Christianity in developing the 
intellectual faculties and forming the religious 
character. And to do this you have only to cross 
the Channel and jouxney m iTt^toA^XkaT^^ ^i»^ 
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south. In the north, a sturdy Protestantism has 
long been the dominant belief. In the south, 
Komanism has reigned. In the north, prosperity 
and progress are everywhere. In the south, 
poverty, hunger, and murder have long gone hand 
in hand under the sway of Eomanism ; and this 
may be traced to Komanist tyranny in keeping 
the Holy Scriptures from the knowledge of the 
people. A very brief glance at their effects on 
human society must end our search and our 
contrasts. 

Think of the army of single priests ! of the 
ignorance of the clergy, of their opposition to 
learning, and of the condition of Ireland, of 
Spain, of Portugal, and all lands yet under the 
sway of Eomanism, and you will need no other 
proof of the baneful effects of Romanism on 
human society. But Christianity has every- 
where kindled around her the lights of learning 
and science^ and been the deliverer from mental 
darkness and bondage. To see the contrast on 
human society, compare Edinburgh and Madrid, 
or New England and Lower Canada. 

Time fails for more proofs and contrasts. Let 
us close our search for God in religion by ac- 
knowledging with devout thanksgiving that God 
Jias revealed Himself in the Scriptures and in 
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Christ, and that we have found Him there ; and 
we know Him, whom to know is life eternal. 

Let four lines from a gifted American poet end 
our meditation, and sum up the conclusion of 
God in religion : — 

** Distant seems the Omnipresent. History's pages 

but record 
The death-grapple through the ages *twixt old 

systems and Grod's Word. 
But the yet- veiled rules the future, and behind the 

dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch 

above His own." 
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CHAPTEE V. 

" LIFEr 
" The breath of the Almighty hath given me life.** 

Wb are seeking after God ! let us search into 
the origin, domain, and intention of Life. 

Let us climb to the summit of St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral some busy working day at noon. Be ready 
for meeting the strong wind as you step into the 
open air ; come to the edge of the balcony ; grasp 
the railings firmly, and look around and below. 
You are near the centre of the largest gathering 
of human life in the world. Look at those lines 
far below between the houses, with small black 
creatures hurrying up and down ; the lines are 
streets and roads, the small black creatures men 
and women, and there are five millions crowded 
into, our field of view. The winding silver thread 
with toy vessels on it is the crowded river 
Thames, with the giant ships upon it that carry 
the commerce over the world. This picture is 
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the most crowded gathering of busy human life 
upon the face of all the earth. Nor is the human 
the only life ; there are the cattle on the streets, 
the sheep in the market, the wild animals in the 
menagerie, and domestic animals in the homes. 
The giant city is crowded with the most won- 
derful of all God's mysteries and challenges to 
man, the mystery and challenge of sentient exis- 
tence, or — Life ! 

It is to look broadly upon the evidence of 
God in life that is proposed as the subject of our 
thought in this chapter. And, first, let us think 
carefully on the origin of life. It is only during 
about half a century that the magnifying powers 
of the microscope have been brought to bear 
upon the elucidation of the origin of life. To 
give some idea of the power of the microscope 
I ask you to think of the edge of a razor, then 
place it under the highest powers of the instru- 
ment, and you will see it as broad as three of 
your fingers. A spot so small as that four will lie 
on the edge of the razor appears of the size of a 
shilling. With this wonderful help let us go down 
into the depths of the work of God, and show 
you the origin of all animal and vegetable life. 

Here is a little spot of transparent colourless 
matter resembling the wYiilft oi ^\i^"^%^'aKk '^as^i^ 
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that four of the spots could lie on the edge of 
a razor, and absolutely structureless, — that is, 
having no signs of organs, or blood, or tissue 
that can be detected by the miofoscope's highest 
powers. Gaze earnestly upon this minute trans- 
parent spot, and think that in it may lie the 
life-origin of either vegetable, or tree, or bird, 
beast, fish, or man. For this is what scientists 
now call a spot, or mass, or unit of bioplasm — 
bios, ^^Ufe;" plasma, "/o?w" — and such spots 
are the origin of all the diversified forms of life. 
Now ; this spot contains Hie, and as part of life 
— power of growth — that is, of taking up the 
dead material around it and converting it into 
living substance ; and these living spots are scat- 
tered so closely through all organic structures 
that there are five hundred of them at work in 
every square inch of every living thing, whether 
animal or vegetable. These bioplasts, or germs 
of life, take hold of the nutrient matter around 
them and form it into living substance, which 
does its appointed work in animal or vegetable, 
— then dies. Instance, your finger-nails are 
partly living and partly dead, as you will find 
by cutting them down or across. Also, you 
will know, our nails grow and need cutting ; 
that is, the bioplasts — germs of life — are coi;- 
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tinually forming living portions of nail of the 
food we eat, which push the dead poi^ions out 
of their place. This illustration shows us the 
three things : — The germ of life, the food it acts 
upon, and the thing it makes. All living things 
are formed in this way, and consist of these three 
things. ; 

Now let us watch the bioplast at work ! Look 
in the microscope at this spot, — remember its 
size, four lying on a razor-edge, — colourless, 
transparent, structureless. Now watch ! Little 
points arising from the centre and enlarging ; the 
bioplast appears to boil other bioplasts from its 
centra It moves. It divides itself before our 
eyes. It throbs. It throws out a promontory 
here and there. Suddenly, there come inlets 
here and there, then a separation, and the one 
bioplast has become two. Each continues to 
receive nutriment and goes on again to divide 
again, and thus atom by atom, little by little, 
we find woven at the edge of the bioplasts, 
what? Nerve, muscle, bone, artery, the not- 
living changed into the living, and formed 
material thrown off which are all the parts of 
our bodies. Now, think, I beg you ; every atom 
so worked on is according to plan beforehand. 
For one bioplast spins a nerve \ ^SLoycL^sst^ ^osaa.- 



62 SEEKING AFTER GOD. 

cular fibre ; another, bone ; and they all work 
together to produce a complete body. To sup- 
pose that these millions of bioplasts took counsel 
together as to the result of their joint work is 
absurd. But their work was conjoined and 
resulted in a foreseen^ planned thing, a little 
living child ! The plan was shown in the first 
movement of the first bioplast, and the planner 
and contriver could only be the Only-wise and 
Living God. 

For who but He could give this small spot of 
yellowish, glue-like matter the power to weave 
bones, muscles, and nerves, and to collate them 
together into a living being ? We have only to 
remember that every effect must have an ade- 
quate cause to see plainly, God in the origin of 
life. I need only add a few words as to the 
source of life, for most naturalists have given up 
the attempt to account for the origin of life by 
natural causes — that is, without God. They say, 
" It is useless to attempt to bridge by chemistry 
the chasm between the living and not-living ; " 
they are convinced there is no life without life 
to produce it, and with this we are content ; for 
we know that in God " we live, and move, and 
have our being 1 " 

Let us not forget, ere we pass from the origin 



LIFE. e^ 

and source of life, that all life is foreseen and 
planned from its earUest germ. The eagle's e^g 
never becomes a lion or a tree ; the plan is carried 
out unernngly, though the first germs are abso- 
lutely identical as far as man's powers discern. 
But here a most searching thought occurs ; it is 
certain the microscope reveals the existence of 
life before organisation, therefore independent of 
it; and if before, then why not after! If man's life 
existed once without his body, why not again, 
even for ever 1 Let the unbeliever answer these 
questions if he can. We pass on to consider 
the wide diversity of life in the vegetable and 
animal kingdoms ; and this diversity may be far 
greater than we have ever thought. Are any 
two blades of grass exactly alike ? How many 
hundreds or thousands or millions of animal 
lives will a blade of grass sustain 1 How many 
different kinds of plants or grasses are in every 
meadow 1 What different kinds of minute life 
does each sustain ? How many animalculsB can 
live in a single drop of water? How many 
drops of water are there in the air, earth, sea 1 
Is there any life in the water that in the form 
of vapour floats in our atmosphere ? How far is 
the atmosphere itself peopled with life ? Ques- 
tioning thus^t *t the smallest points of ve^etabU 
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and animal life, we may proceed onward in our 
view and shall find diversity everywhere. The 
bird in the air, with its insect companions f the 
animal upon the earth, and the fish in the sea — 
all provided for, all foreseen, and due provision 
made for the enjoyment of life. Does any man 
doubt this ? Look and see, man ; look and see. 
An old cat and her kitten, two squirrels in a 
tree, two monkeys in a wood, two hares in a 
copse, or any healthy little child ; if ever enjoy- 
ment of life was plainly manifested, it is surely 
here. Only glancing thus at the diversity of life, 
we may surely look up to God and say, " Great 
and wondrous are Thy works. Lord God Al- 
mighty ; in wisdom hast Thou made them all" 

But in all this diversity of life, there is pain, 
disease, accident, death ! How do these consort 
with the goodness of God ? Here we must bal- 
ance things to form a correct judgment I Which 
predominate ? pain or pleasure, sicknesa or 
health ; and is it better for a creature not to live 
at all, than to live and die ? Is death so pain- 
ful and terrible as to overbalance all life enjoy- 
ment ? Do we know what death is ? Is there 
real reason to dread and fear it as so many do ? 
and if so, why ? For the pain before or accom- 
panying ? Often there is none. Or is it for the 
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-dread of what may follow ? This also need not, 
therefore should not, be ! If it be traced to its 
root, it is clear that the fear of death springs 
wholly from unfitness to meet it, and that life is 
better than death is shown by the resistance all 
sentient things make to dying. Assuredly, that 
God w, and is good, is shown in Life. 

Let lis glance next at the evidence of 
Grod shown by the progression of life in the 
earth, as testified by geology and its cognate 
sciences. Here we shall see the hand and wis- 
dom of God plainly visible in the progression of 
life. There is forecast throughout all the evi- 
dence of life upon earth in this form ; that while 
all life as it existed was fitted for the condition 
of earth then present, it had a progressive ten- 
dency throughout. Broadly thus, from fish to 

• reptile, reptile to bird ; bird, to animals that 
suckle their young ; from these to man. It is 
one long unbroken plan of progression from the 
beginning until now. But just as clear as the 
progression, is the absence of any real proof of 
evolution. It is the work of thought and plan, 
not accident or chance. Suppose we join our 

• knowledge of the origin with that of the pro- 
gression of life. Will it help us 1 It would be 
very easy for God to deposit tti^ oT\^\i'al\sv^'^^^^^ 
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or germs of life, from which all living things 
were to come, in such order " as it pleased Him," 
when the morning stars sang together, and the 
sons of God shouted aloud for joy — seeding the 
earth, as it were, with this wonderful seed of life, 
such as the microscope reveals to us ; and sup- 
plying in each case the needed environment for 
the growth and development of life. But this 
is mere speculation, and we must pass to other 
thoughts of God in life. 

Let us next consider the duration of life ; and 
here we must consider the individual life, and 
the life of the races of earth. 

The duration of individual life is of the most 
varied character. Some insects live only a few 
minutes, some an hour ; thus there are lives of 
every length, from a few minutes to centuries. 
The swan, the raven, the elephant, continue to 
exist for hundreds of years. The days of the 
years of human life on earth vary and have 
varied, from that of the smallest insect to the 
centuries of the giant oak; for human life on 
earth has varied from a few moments to nearly a 
thousand years. And now, " The days of the 
years of man's life are threescore and ten years ; 
and if by reason of strength they be fourscore 
jears, jet is their strength labour and sorrow, 



and they soon pas^ away." In the light of this 
plain statement of fact, let us look at man's life on 
earth. There are seven years of infancy, seven 
of boyhood, seven of youth, before manhood is 
reached at our age of twenty-one. Also wisdom 
was not lacking in the old Jewish regulation 
which fixed /t*ZZ manhood at thirty years. Thus 
half the life is passed in preparation for the other 
half ; and what is this second half of man's life 
in the majority of instances ? Labour, anxiety, 
trouble, sorrow, more or less the lot of all ; for 
Scripture declares — " Man is bom to trouble, as 
the sparks fly upward." It does not say there 
is no enjoyment by the way, 

^ What's yet in this that bears the name of 
life ? " Is there not something better, more satis- 
factory than this t Assuredly not here and now ! 
No man sees or knows anything beyond this on 
this side of death and the grave ! Is there any 
other side or place t Does death, at seventy, or 
before, end all 1 

Let us look calmly at this point. Man is 
assuredly at the head of all created things ! and 
yet his life is more anxious and miserable than 
any other animal, and is made so by the very 
gifts that lift him highest. How is this? but 
that the very gifts that cause anidfifc^ «:cv^\siNSJs^ 
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in his present condition, are assurances of their 
certain and satisfactory use hereafter. 

There is. light fitted to the eye, sound to the 
ear, perfume to man's sense of smell, and mnsic 
for the voice. If these hodily senses and powers 
have thus their correlates, surely the mental and 
spiritual powers have correlates also ! Thus the 
spirit of inquiry must have information; the 
aspirations, satisfaction ; the conscience, light and 
peace ; and the powers of worship need, and must 
have, God. The final question on this point — 
for how long? What will be the duration of 
man's bodily, mental, and spiritual life ? It will 
be endless ! The warrant is sure I Christ is 
eternal, and He has said, "Because I live, ye 
shall live also." 

Hereafter, when the toil and the pain of life 
have done their work and passed away, and we 
stand, forgiven, and cleansed, and holy in the 
home that Jesus has gone to prepare; it may 
well be that the best of our enjoyment will be in 
the knowledge of its endless duration ; that we, 
each for himself, will be able to echo the words 
of Jesus, ''I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore ! '* 

The last point for consideration is the intention 
ol Jifa Did life appear on the earth — coming 
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from no one and no where — ^by accident or 
chance 1 To this science and common sense and 
revelation alike give emphatic No I " Every 
effect must have an adequate cause," says science. 
" Accident and chance are nothing, so can pro- 
duce nothing," says common sense. And man, 
speaking by inspiration in God's Word revealed, 
declares, " The breath of the Almighty hath given 
me life." If, then, life comes from the Creator 
and Him alone, what intention or purpose had 
He in creating and spreading lifel And here 
" bated breath " is needed when we reply, " To 
create a companUmship for Himself I *^ 

With this intention — for this purpose — God 
has diffused life, that He might know and enjoy 
the knowledge of the joy and enjoyment caused by 
creating and diffusing life. And this, most of 
all, in respect to our race — that we might be the 
eternal companions and friends of God in Christ. 
For this, the earth was formed at first ; for this, it 
was constructed as it is in the mineral, vegetable, 
and animal kingdom. For this purpose and in- 
tention of companionship ; man was created, pre- 
served, redeemed, taught, disciplined in this 
present evil world. For this, everything was 
provided that would develop, test, and strengthen 
our powers — hardships to iii^)l^ \5& ^Xi'tow^^Nit^sSsa. 
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to make us patient, pain to make us brave, sorrows 
to make us sympathetic, disappointment to make 
us meek, and the sense of need of worship to lead 
us up to God. 

For this, God our Father bore with our rebel- 
lion and sin ; for this. His Son bore the contra- 
diction of sinners against Himself ; for this, the 
Holy Spirit bears with our wilfuhiess and igno- 
ranee; for this, Christ suffered and died and 
rose again, to fill up to the full the glorious 
intention of God in the gift of life, to create a 
companionship for Himself ! And here, therefore, 
we may rightly end our search with the first 
question and answer of the grand old Catechism, 
"What is the chief end of man]" "Man's 
chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him for 
ever ! " 

Believing this, striving to carry it into effect, 
we may look up to our Father in heaven and 
say, " Thou wilt show me the path of life ; in 
Thy presence is fulness of joy, at Thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore." 
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" conscience:* 

" Every man's conscience in the sight of Grod." 

Wb are seeking after God ! We have sought in 
some of the many paths of physical science ; let 
us now search in the regions of mental and 
spiritual science — in conscience, the Scriptures, 
and in Christ. 

We are seeking for God in the domain^ of 
conscience, and therefore I ask you to come in 
thought into a chamher of sickness and death. 
Here, on his deathbed, lies the husband and 
father of those who are kneeling and weeping 
around. They have done their best for him in 
his sickness ; the hand that is clasped in his 
has ministered to all his needs; but the clasp 
is loosening, the eyes are glazing, the features 
settling — a slight spasm, he is gone ! " Weep, 
widow ! weep ! Drop thy tears in agony. He 
whom thou lovest lieth dead Suad <!.q\^\" 
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Gone! Whither? Will you follow the dis- 
embodied soul and spirit to judgment before 
God, and hear the final sentence of eternal hap- 
piness or misery, of joy unspeakable or immea- 
surable woel Do you shrink shudderingly 
away? Remember, you must have this expe- 
rience ; it must be so ! God has sworn it ! and 
to discover the means of passing through this 
experience with safety and satisfaction, we must 
listen to the voice of God in conscience ; in so 
listening we are safe. 

We are searching after God, examining our* 
selves, our powers and endowments, if haply we 
may find Him. If God is anywhere in man, the 
conscience is His dwelling-place. 

Does any ask, What is conscience ? The reply 
is, " The principle in us which perceives and 
feels righteousness, and obligation to carry it 
out in the motives of the mind." It has had 
many names, the " inward monitor," the " vice- 
gerent of God," and others by which men have 
endeavoured to show its work and its power. 

Lot us first ponder on the origin of conscience. 
If man be simply a higher class of animal, 
whence this power which is altogether indepen- 
dent of the owner*s will or passions or prejudices ? 
What possible combination of gases, or mineral. 
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or vegetable substances contain itt Where is 
the chemist who can produce it for our inspec- 
tion ? Like life, it is external to, and indepen- 
dent of all organisation ; it dwells separate from 
all material things. 

The conscience in man can only be accounted 
for as the implanting of God. Something which 
is put into man with his life — which remains 
in him though all material substances come and 
depart, and which never leaves him, either, in 
this world or that which is to come. It is in 
him — part of himself, and must remain with 
him for ever. 

Conscience is innate in us, and it judges the 
acts of men by their motives, not by the acts 
themselves. Here is an instance. My grand- 
child is just beginning to think, and she is 
playing near me; building up some books. I 
pass by and knock them down. Dot looks up 
at me, to see if it was accidental or unkind 
interference with her pleasure. One look in my 
face tells Dot I did not mean to do it, and she 
is satisfied and resumes her play. My baby — 
three years old — judges me — not by my act, but 
by my intention. • She applies the test of con- 
science, and acquits or condemns by it. So also 
grown men judge. One man \\i\a ^ViwficccL's^'asSi. 
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strikes the life out of another ! Instantly the 
question arises, Accident or murder 1 If he did 
it intentionally — ^murder! if unintentionally — 
he is hlameless ; although hy his act the life was 
taken, guilt or innocence lies behind and in- 
dependent of the act, in the intention of the 
man who wielded the hammer. 

And this principle rules throughout the whole 
domain of law, divine or human ; and thus the 
judgment of conscience by intention is universally 
affirmed. (See Num. xxxv.) Seeing thus, that 
conscience is innate, and that its judgments go 
to the very root and spring of all human actions, 
we may next inquire concerning the standard or 
standards by which conscience judges. 

No thoughtful man would doubt my grand- 
child had some standard of appeal to which she 
submitted my action, and which gave an instan- 
taneous decision as to right or wrong therein. 
There was no time to think or reason, compare 
and decide, between the look in my face and 
resuming her play. There had certainly been 
no preparatory teaching of principles by which 
the child could reason out a standard for future 
use. Whence, then, the standard in the child's 
mind to which she appealed, and with whose 
Instantaneous decision she was entirely satisfied ? 
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In other words, whence did the baby obtain her 
standard of right or wrong 1 This question has 
been fiercely debated in schools of philosophy, 
but the satisfactory answer is — that conscience 
and its standards are the direct implanting of 
God, the influence of the Spirit of God in the 
life of every one healthily bom into the world. 
To this Dr. Livingstone bears striking witness, 
when he affirms that he found the dominion of 
conscience and the innate knowledge of right and 
wrong among the most ignorant of the tribes of 
Africa. 

The absolute standard of conscience, then, is 
justice and goodness to all, to do right, to ab- 
stain from doing wrong, and may be comprised 
in the simple form, " I ought," or " I ought not." 
This standard is entirely independent of sur- 
rounding circumstances, or of the fear of human 
punishment. If a man were in solitude on a 
desert island, he would have no more doubt as 
to " right " or " wrong " than if he were in the 
centre of London. Now, can this absolute 
standard be put in few and plain words, so that 
we can try all conceivable cases by it? As- 
suredly. God has given us this brief perfect 
standard in His holy Word : " He hath showed 
thee, O man, what is gpod •, axA N5iVv^\» ^^^^ *vis^s^ 
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Lord require of thee but to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Godi" 
Whoever governs his thoughts and life by this 
God-given standard will never go astray. We 
are here utterly beyond the range of materialism ; 
for the materialist must and does acknowledge 
these standards of conscience, while quite un- 
able to account for their origin or their power. 
Let us close this brief inquiry concerning the 
origin and standards of conscience with ft verse 
from Byron :— 

" Yet still there whispers the small voice within, 
Heard through God's silence, and o'er glory's din, 
Whatever creed be taught, or land be trod, 
Man's conscience is — the oracle of God I " 

To the power of conscience over humajj lives 
and actions we have the testimony of both sacred 
and profane history. In the region of poetry 
also the power of conscience is an admitted fact 
It is often said that Scripture is the book of 
divinity, while Shakespeare is the book of 
humanity. What says Shakespeare of the power 
of conscience ? From a multitude of references 
we may cite a few samples : — " Conscience is a 
dangerous thing ; it makes a man a coward. A 
man cannot steal, but it accuseth him ; he can- 
not swear, but it checks him. It made me once 
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restore a purse of gold that I had found." 
Again: ^^My conscience hanging about the 
neck of my heart, says very wisely to me, 
* Budge not,' ' Budge,' says the fiend. * Budge 
not^' says my conscienca" Here the great poet 
in two lines shows us the strong battle for the 
right that conscience makes so unceasingly, and, 
alas for us ! so often unavailingly ! And when 
he would put hate's last curse in human lips, he 
says, " The worm of conscience still begnaw thy 
soul." Hear him testify to the power of an 
approving conscience : " Thrice is he armed 
who hath his quarrel just; and he but naked 
though locked up in steel, whose conscience 
with ii\justice is corrupted." And yet once 
more: ^'A peace above all earthly dignities, a 
still and quiet conscience." But '^ conscience 
doth make cowards of us all." 

From England to France. — When the French 
king was at last worried into consenting to the 
massacre of his best, his Protestant subjects, he 
said, " Leave not one of them alive to reproach 
me." Afterward he came — as we shall come — 
to die, and on his deathbed these murders 
haunted him and made his deathbed horrible. 

From France to America for testimony to the 
power of conscience. — Here is a picture <il ^Vja. 
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deathbed of Tom Paine, as written by an eye-, 
witness, Mrs. Mary Benjamin, dated Williams- 
port, Pa., April 25, 1876. **I was invited by 
a distant connection , . , to go and see T. 
Paine on his deathbed. , . , The scene to mo 
was appalling, and I wished to leave at once. I 
remember him as he lay, his head near and close 
to the door we entered; his glaring, rolling 
eyes ; uttering imprecations ; apparently in agony 
of body and mind. His screams could be heard 
at a great distance. As I shrank back they 
said (there were many there), he called on Jesus 
Christ for mercy, and next blasphemed.*' 

This independent witness simply confirms the 
testimony of other respectable persons, whose 
veracity is only impeached by infidels who were 
not there, and who know nothing of the facts. 
It is also strong testimony to the power of con- 
science when awakened by the presence of death 
and the approach of judgment. 

Let Dr. Beecher tell us of his visit to the 
lunatic asylum. One inmate had slain a friend 
in a duel. " He stood like a pillar. Sometimes 
he would apparently wake to recollection, he 
would pace off the distance and give the word, 
* Fire ! ' Then he would cry out, * He is dead ! — 
he is dead ! ' This was the power of remorse o^ 
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conscience. It had unsettled reason, and left 
the man in the grasp of his crime as an eternal, 
ghastly reality of his being." 

Now let us turn to Scripture, searching for 
God in conscience, for the power of conscience 
in human lives. First, let us view its power to 
produce conviction of sin in the case of David. 
He had been guilty of adultery and murder ; but 
when it was brought home to him by an awak- 
ened conscience, he freely confessed his sin in 
terms that will endure while the world remains. 
Eead and compare 2 Sam. xii and Psalm li. 
Infidels delight in gloating over David's sin — 
none of them ever mention his repentance. 

Now turn to the New Testament, and find 
there our second instance of the power of con- 
science to produce unavailing remorse, ** Then 
Judas, which had betrayed Him, when he saw 
that He was condemned, repented himself, and 
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned, in 
that I have betrayed the innocent blood. . . , 
And he cast down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, and departed, and went and hanged him- 
self." 

Behold and ponder the power of conscience. 
It can overwhelm the reason oi tlva <iasJiJ^ 
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and the life of the betrayer of the Son of 
God. 

The third Scripture instance of the power of 
conscience is that of Peter, showing how it can 
produce reperdance. The apostle had been too 
confident of his faithfulness, and when the time' 
of crucial trial came he denied, with oaths and 
protestations, the Master whom he loved. " And 
the Lord turned and looked upon Peter." And 
his conscience awoke and arose with giant power 
within him. There was no attempt at justifica- 
tion or excuse; the rising tide swept all such 
straws resistlessly before it, and left the disciple 
and conscience face to face ! " And Peter went 
out and wept bitterly ! " Better so I better so ! 
than miserable attempts at palliation or excuse, 
for, listening to the voice of conscience — to the 
voice of God in conscience — ^repentance came as 
a gift; restoration and strengthening followed 
in due time. If there be one who has, under 
pressure of temptation, denied or forsaken the 
Master he loved, here is his lesson and example; 
find a place of repentance, and power to return, 
and restoration to peace shall surely follow. 

The fourth Scripture instance shows the power 
of conscience to enforce restitution — in the case 
of Zaccheus. He was tax-collector, and, pos- 
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sibly, many instances of overtaxing and oppres- 
sion were chargeable against him. He comes into 
the presence of the Son of God, and instantly 
conscience is awakened and active. Listen : " If 
I have taken anything from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold." The judg- 
ment of right acknowledged and acted upon ; the 
profit of wrong-doing freely surrendered; and 
punishment, commensurate with the wrong-doing, 
inflicted by himself and willingly endured. 

The last Scripture instance of the power of 
an awakened conscience is that of Saul of Tarsus, 
showing its power to change the whole direction 
of a life. He had put his conscience to sleep, 
drugging it with specious reasoning, — opposition, 
tradition, precedent — ^but it awoke, and burst its 
bonds, like Samson. The Master of conscience 
appeared, and the servant of God in Saul sprang 
up, and changed his whole life ; and not only 
changed his life, but illuminated it more and 
more as its voice was heard, causing him first to 
say, " Not behind the chiefest apostles," — then 
" Less than the least of all saints," — then " the 
chief of sinners ! " — making him see himself more 
and more clearly as the light of conscience grew, 
hy using^ through the years. 

F 



i 
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Let US glance, lastly, at the work of conscience 
ere we close this section of our search after GkxL 

Every path of Scripture study we enter upon 
convinces us more and more of the Immortality 
of the soul and spirit of man. The study of God 
in conscience is no exception. Thus, if man has 
to live for ever, and this world only commences 
an endless life, then certainly the man in his 
ignorance and inexperience needs guarding and 
guiding, and this is the work of conscience in 
man. From the other point of view we reach 
the same conclusion. Thus — God has created 
man to live for ever ; and being good, God ought 
to give every man the means of guarding and 
guiding himself on his life-pathj and God Jias 
fulfilled this obligation by the gift and work of 
conscience in man. 

First, in showing the man what is good, then 
in requiring him to put the knowledge into 
action, and then planting within him a guard 
and a guide. For the work of conscience is to 
guard us from thoughts, words, or acts of evil, 
and to guide us into thoughts, words, and acts 
of goodness to ourselves, our fellows, and to 
God; so that we, by the grace of God, may 
reach the glorious position pictured for us and 
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earnestly sought by the apostle, " Having a con- 
science void of offence toward God and men." 

Let us not close without a word of earnest 
warning as to the effects of resisting or despising 
the voice of conscience. It is quite possible to 
lose the use of a limb by persistently neglecting 
or refusing to use it, and so with conscience; 
neglected or resisted it will become seared and 
inactive, and the man become "dead in tres- 
passes and sins " through despising and resisting 
the voice of conscience, which is the voice of 
God! How horrible must be the awakening 
from such a dream 1 How dreadful the uprear- 
ing of conscience awakened by swiftly-coming 
death and judgment ! But let a man listen to 
the voice of conscience as his life passes along ! 
Let him honestly endeavour to love God and his 
neighbour as himself; let him own and seek 
pardon for all faibngs, errors, and sins of which 
conscience may remind him from day to day, 
at the feet of Jesus, and in His precious blood ; 
and of such a man the record of his life shall be. 
He obeyed the voice of God in conscience, and 
by his obedience "he walked with God, and 
was not, for God took him," 
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CHAPTER VII. 

*' scripture:* 

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God." 

Wb resume our search after God in the domain 
of Scripture. We read, " It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment." 
But men have to live, before facing death and 
judgment beyond it, and certainly these ques- 
tions of life, death, £ind judgment are the most 
important that can engage the attention of those 
who have to face them. It is most strange 
that any man in his senses can occupy himself 
with any other questions until these are satisfac- 
torily settled. 

If God has given life, has appointed death 
and judgment, has made our eternal condition 
contingent upon the life we are living hero 
and now, then He, being just and good, must 
Jet us know the conditions that are necessary 
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for our right use of this life, and for our safety 
in the life to come. 

In other words, if there be a God who is any- 
thing to us, and to whom we are anything, He 
must reveal Himself and His will, as we have no 
other means of obtaining such absolutely necessary 
knowledge, and only by such knowledge of God 
and His work can we even attempt to please 
Him, or to live in communion with Him. 

Has God revealed Himself with sufficient 
plainness for all man's needs? I answer, fear- 
lessly, Yes ! in the books of the Old and New 
Testament; and inasmuch as only God could 
reveal Himself, we have found God when we 
have found the revelation of Him ! 

Let us first see how God has revealed Himself 
in the Scriptures concerning His character and 
actions ; and here let us remember the caution to 
Moses, " the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground." 

Let us reverently listen while God reveals 
Himself in His own holy Word, as " The high 
and holy One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy ; " "I am God, and there is none 
else ; " "I am God, and not man ; " "I am the 
Almighty God, which is, and was, and is to 
come j " <* The everlasting Go^;' ^' TtiaTsvs^'^^^^^ 
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God," « God that is holy," " Lord God of heaven," 
" Lord God of hosts," " God of the spirits of all 
flesh," " God of truth," " God is King," " God is 
Judge," « God is great," " God is mighty," " God 
is merciful," " God is faithful," " God is a consum- 
ing fire," " God is light," " God is love," « Lo ! 
this is our God." 

" The heaven of heaven is the Lord's," " The 
blessed and only potentate, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords ; " " The Lord God, merciful 
and gracious ; " " The Lord God of gods," "The 
Lord God is a sun and shield," " The Lord God 
Omnipotent," " The holy, holy, holy Lord God 
Almighty!" Well may the believer in this 
God exclaim, " The Lord is my light and my 
salvation, whom shall I fear? the Lord is the 
strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid 1 " 

Searching farther for God in Scripture, let us 
glance at the revealing of the actions of God 
therein contained. " God is not a man that He 
should lie, neither the son of man, that He 
should repent ; hath He said, and shall He not 
do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not 
make it good 1 " " The Lord is righteous in all 
His ways, and holy in all His works." " A 
Father of the fatherless, a Judge of the widows, 
js God in His holy habitation." ** He will not 
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always chide, neither will He keep Hi3 anger for 
ever." " When He maketh inquisition for blood, 
He forgetteth not the cry of the humble.'' 
"The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
Him ; to the soul that seeketh Him." " Though 
He cause grief, yet will He have compassion, 
according to the multitude of His mercies ; for 
He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men." " To turn aside the right of 
a man before the face of the Most High, to sub- 
vert a man in his cause,' the Lord approveth 
not." " Therefore will the Lord wait, that He 
may be gracious unto you; and therefore will 
He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon 
you." "For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." 

We have, in these Scriptures, the character 
and actions of God, as revealed in His holy 
Word, and have good cause for our song of faith 
and triumph, " I shall be satisfied, when I awake, 
with Thy likeness." 

We have seen God revealing His character and 
actions in Scripture. We have now to search 
for Him in creation. And before entering upon 
this search we shall do \^e\\ Vi \«tCkKvs^^^ '*'' "^^ 
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gods of the heathen" — "of wood and stone'* — 
"of the similitude of the ox that eateth hay," 
upon which such lofty scorn and indignant satire 
are poured in the Word. Let one sample suffice. 
" None considereth in his heart, neither is there 
knowledge or understanding to say, I have burned 
part of it in the fire . , • and shall I make the 
residue thereof an abomination? Shall I fall 
down to the stock of a treel He feedeth on 
ashes ; a deceived heart hath turned him aside 
that he cannot deliver his soul nor say, " Is there 
not a lie in my right hand ? " 

This is the scathing denunciation of idolatry ; 
and it may be coupled with the thought of the 
heart of the fool, "There is no God." 

Let us turn to the revealing of God in Scrip- 
ture in the creation of the world. " In the be- 
ginning God created * the essence of ' the heavens 
and * the essence of ' the earth." " It is He that 
buildeth His (spheres or) principal apartments in 
the heavens, on the arched or vaulted work above 
the earth;" "Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, 
Pleiades, and the chambers of the south ; " " He 
made the stars also ; " " While as yet He had not 
made the earth nor the fields, nor the highest 
part of the dust of the world ; " " And God said, 
Zei there be light, and there was light." 
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" Lift up thine eyes on high, and behold 
who hath created these things, that bringeth 
out their hosts by number : He calleth them all 
by the greatness of His might, for that He is 
strong in power ; not one faileth,*' 

Coming from the innumerable worlds around 
us to that on which we dwell for a " little while," 
we may see God in Scripture, revealing Himself 
as the Creator and Former of all earthly things. 
"Let the waters be gathered together in one 
place, and let the dry land appear.'* " Let the 
earth bring forth grass, herb and tree. " Let the 
waters bring forth abundantly," " Let fowl fly," 
" Let us make man." The Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, and there He placed the man 
" created in His image, after His likeness," to 
live for ever in the companionship of his Maker. 
Thus from the remotest star in space to the crea- 
tion of earth and man upon it, God is revealed 
as the one universal and only Creator of all 
things which are in heaven and on the earth. 

Leaving the revealing of the creation, let us 
glance next at the revealing of God in Scripture 
as concerning providence. " He sendeth the 
springs into the valleys, which run among the 
hills ; the wild asses quench their thirst ; " "He 
watereth the hills from Taia cXvaja^^^ca*^ *CaRi 'fesssis^ 
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is satisfied ; " " He causeth grass to grow for the 
cattle, and herb for the service of man, that ha 
may bring forth food out of the earth." 

" The earth is full of thy riches ; so is this 
great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping 
innumerable, both small and great." "These 
wait all upon thee, that thou mayest give them 
their meat in due season ; that thou givest them 
they gather ; thou openest thine hand, they are 
filled with good ; thou hidest thy face, they are 
troubled ; thou takest away their breath, they die, 
and return to their dust ; thou sendest forth thy 
Spirit, they are created ; and thou renewest the 
face of the earth." " God Himself that formed 
the earth and made it ; He hath established it. 
He created it not in vain. He formed it to be in- 
habited." " I form the light and create darkness ; 
I make peace and create evil" (not "sin," but 
"calamity"). "Are not five sparrows sold for 
two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten 
before Godi But even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore, ye 
are of more value than many sparrows." 

And these general revealings of the superin- 
tending and overruling providence of God in 
His Word, are illustrated by the guiding and 
directing ot many individual lives which are 
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narrated in the Scriptures. God reveals His 
providence in the Scriptures by controlling and 
directing the life of Noah, even from the giving 
of his name, " Noah," or " Comfort." He is 
forewarned of the flood that is coming, is in- 
structed as to the means of his own safety and 
that of his family. He is to build a great vessel 
— twice as large as any vessel ever built since, 
and formed according to the best models of ship- 
building of our own time. It takes one hundred 
and twenty years to accomplish, during which his 
preaching and building are used to warn the men 
around him, and used in vain I Then comes the 
awful and unsparing retribution of God ! and the 
whole inhabited earth is overwhelmed in the 
awful flood. Let me pause here to point out to 
any who may be trusting to the mercy and good- 
ness of God, while continuing to despise the offers 
of such mercy and goodness, that here is a most 
emphatic lesson. Noah was commissioned to 
preach righteousness to those around him. They 
refused to hear, and they all perished in the 
waters. I will only glance at the providence of 
God revealed in the history of Abraham — how 
he was directed to go forth from his country; 
and he went, not knowing whither; how he 
was directed to Canaan — l\ieiia^ ^«» ^sgj^^f— ^'^ 
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return again to Canaan; how he obeyed im- 
plicitly each direction as it came to him, and so 
lived prosperously, and died in peace, with the 
glorious title of " the friend of God/' 

Are any of you questioning as to such provi* 
dential care and guiding now ? pondering whether 
God would govern your life if so put into His 
hands ? Undoubtedly " He is without variable- 
ness or shadow of turning," and has said " I mil 
guide thee" to every one who exclaims, **Thou 
shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward 
receive me to glory." Let us ponder the life- 
history of Jacob, who with his staff only, crossed 
the Jordan, and had "become two bands" or 
hosts when he returned ; and of Moses, launched 
upon the river Nile (that is in all men's mouths 
just now) for the crocodiles to devour, saved — 
brought up and trained for the after-life marked 
out for him by the providence of God as the 
deliverer and lawgiver of the people of the Lord. 
Think of David's life, how he was shepherd and 
poet in obscurity, brought thence into the din of 
battle and the court of the maniac-king; how 
he also was disciplined, and trained, and made 
king of Israel. "The time would fail me to 
tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
ol Jephthah, of Samuel, and of the prophets, 
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who through faith (in God's directing provi- 
dence) subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the vio- 
lence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out 
of weakness were made strong, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens." Nor is the providence 
of God less clearly shown in the life histories of 
Peter and Paul and the other apostles. Through- 
out the Scriptures it is clearly shown that He 
who made us has never ceased to direct and 
guide, because He loves us I 

I pass to consider the revealing of God in 
Scripture concerning redemption, " God created 
man in His own image; in the image of God 
created he Him ; male and female created He 
them j and God blessed them." But man sinned 
against his Creator, and was banished from His 
presence ; from the garden, and from the tree of 
life. In transgressing and sinning against the 
Holy One j men went from bad to worse in the 
commencement of the history of our race, as they 
have done ever since. Complete estrangement 
from God followed, and men sunk as low as they 
could do before ** the flood came and took them 
all away." Then followed the selection of the 
race whence the great Deliverer should come, 
and the history of that rac^ in ^Q?cv:^\?QXft. "^^^ 
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God sent them Moses, and Joshua, and the 
judges, and the kings, and all the prophets, to 
lead them aright as to successive individual lives, 
and to lead the nation on until " the Desire of 
all Nations " should be " bom of a Virgin " " in 
Bethlehem of Judea," " according to the Scrip- 
tures." 

Through all man's history on earth, by sacri- 
fices, God had been instructing and leading men 
to the great idea of the substitution of His Son, 
to His suffering and death for sin. More and 
more clearly, from the first prophecy by Christ 
Himself in the garden of Eden, down to the 
closing prophecy of the Book of Malachi, which 
many have thought was Christ's also, God had 
revealed in succeeding ages and scriptures the 
plan of redemption and salvation by " the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world." And 
" when the fulness of the time was come," " God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law," to suffer for and ** redeem from 
all iniquity" all that should believe on Him 
through the testimony of prophets beforehand 
and apostles afterward, " that believing they 
might have life through His name." How clear, 
simple, and satisfactory to "honest and good 
hearts" is the revealing of God in Scripture 
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concerning the redemption of man by Jesus 
Christ! How impossible it is to believe that 
the plan was of human invention or origin, when 
we think of its gradual revealing for thousands 
of years, of the increasing light thrown upon the 
plan as each age brought its full accomplishment 
into view more nearly ! And when we ponder 
how exactly the life-works, sufferings, and death 
of Jesus fulfilled all the predictions of all the 
thousands of years ; when we think that in Him 
all Scripture, "given by inspiration of God," 
found its complete accomplishment, we see plainly 
that Jesus was indeed the sent of the Father in 
" His great love," " the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world." 

Has he taken ours away? Well fpr us be- 
yond expression if our sins are laid on Him ! 
Woe unutterable ! if they are not. 

Let us gather up these revealings of God in 
scripture, in creation, providence, and redemp- 
tion, and unite them with the revealings of the 
future destiny of man. We, the children of 
God, the kings and priests of the eternity of 
God, have been for thousands of years fugitives 
and wanderers — dwelling for **a little while" 
upon the ground that was cursed for our sakes. 
We have been exposed to the fiai^^> «cWO^^> ^^jjj^ 
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unceasing temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil; we have sinned and sorrowed, 
wandered and strayed, transgressed and saflered, 
and died. 

Is this dark catalogue the wJiole history 1 Is 
there nothing more? No bright side? No 
compensation or restoration 1 Is " this present 
evil world" the end, or the only one? Has 
God nothing better than sin, sorrow, and es- 
trangement for His children, who though lost 
and ruined He so loved ? 

If so, then it were true philosophy and sound 
sense to " curse God and die " as the woman of 
old counselled her husband to do. But it is not 
so ! In the swiftly coming and eternal future, 
we shall be citizens of a city "whose builder 
and maker is God ! " Into that city there shall 
enter " nothing that defileth, or any that loveth 
or maketh a lie ; " and our fitness to be in such 
a city is shown thus, "As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath He removed our 
transgressions from us." Bodies that have 
passed through death and been rendered im- 
mortal, united to souls and spirits that have 
been for ever cleansed from all sin, " spot, 
blemish, or any such thing." In " the image of 
God " and the " likeness " of Jesus — " perfected 
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in holiness." These are the revealings of the 
deathless man of the future, and his eternal 
home in the Scriptures of truth. 

For the man so completed^ and perfected^ the 
earth was formed j for him it was fitted and fur- 
nished ; for him the Spirit of God brooded over 
the physicsal chaos, and produced harmony and 
beauty ; for him the same good Spirit, when dis- 
aster and wreck had overtaken him, took of " the 
things of Christ " through all the ages and showed 
them unto him. The Spirit of God speaking 
" comfortable words ;" alluring, drawing " with 
bands of a man, with cords of love," from sin, 
sorrow, and defilement, to obedience, love, joy, 
peace, and holiness in the image of God. 

Thus, complete in Him ; to dwell in light where 
** God Himself shall be with them j " and God 
•* shall swallow up death in victory," and " wipe 
away the tears from all faces " for ever. This is 
the revealing of God in Scripture. Despise it, 
reject it, and thou art lost for ever ! Believe it, 
and thus cleansed and fitted thou shalt enter in 
through the gates into the "city which hath 
foundations not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

''CHRIST." 

" In the begiiming was the Word ; and the Word waa 
with God, and the Word was God, And the Word was 
flesh, and dwelt among us." 

Wb liave sought after God in the starry realms 
of space, in the island universes that gem the 
profound heights and depths with the light of 
far-off worlds. "We have sought Him amid the 
mountains and valleys, the lands and seas, of our 
own fair world. We have searched the domain 
of history, wherein the deeds of the greatest of 
our race are recorded, seeking the Creator and 
Governor of men. We have endeavoured to find 
Him, recording Himself and His ways in the 
religions of the world. We have penetrated to 
the germ and origin of life, seeking for the living 
God from whom the gift has come. We have 
explored the regions of conscience, searching in 
the secret springs of man's government of him- 
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self for the Supreme Governor of all We have 
listened, thankfully and reverently, to God's re- 
vealing of Himself in the Holy Scriptures ; and 
there, as in all the other methods of search, " we 
have found Him," — " the Lord God merciful and 
gracious," " holy in all His ways and righteous in 
all His works," " Our Father." So we have come 
to the last and highest place of searching after 
God — in the life and work of His beloved Son. 
And may that good Spirit, without whom nothing 
is strong, nothing holy, aid us in our efforts, for 
Jesus Christ's sake \ Searching after God in the 
earth-life of Jesus Christ ! 

From the great Emperor of Rome, who ** found 
it mud and left it marble," the decree had gone 
forth that a census of all his vast empire should 
be taken, and every man should be registered in 
his own city. From the mountains of Galilee, 
through Samaria, to the city of David his great 
ancestor, went the carpenter Joseph, with his 
espoused wife, Mary, who was also of the royal 
line. For these two descendants of the great 
king of Israel there was no room in the inn of 
David's own city, Bethlehem ; and a sorely- 
needed shelter was probably found for them, in 
one of the limestone caves in the hill-side, that 
was used as a stable. In l\i\a \^x£^'6 ^^^^ 
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the Prince of Peace was bom, was wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. 

We are searching after God, the great, holy. 
Almighty Creator and Governor of the innumer- 
able worlds of space ! And of all places in those 
regions of space, human wisdom would say, we 
had chosen the least appropriate. Yet, "we 
have found Him." "For, behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and shall bear a Son." " Unto us a 
Child is bom, unto us a Son is given, and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace." 

Withdrawn from the murderous rage and fear 
of the king into Egypt, remaining sheltered 
there until the danger was removed by the king's 
death, the unknown Child-Prince was brought 
back to the land of his fathers, Abraham and 
David, and found a safe and pleasant home amid 
the hills of Xazareth. 

Here, surrounded by all that is lovely in 
nature, " Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and with man " — work- 
ing first as a "carpenter's son," and afterwards 
as a carpenter, doing the ordinary work of a 
rough country lad and a rough mechanic, so far 
as outward appearances went. But there were 
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indications of the spirit within, forecasts of the 
life that had come to earth, ene of which oc- 
curred on one of his visits to the gorgeous Temple 
at Jerusalem, where, being twelve years old, He 
was to be specially instructed in matters of reli- 
gion. In the Temple that was His own — ^built 
for Him, to which it had been plainly foretold 
He should come — we find Him in the form of a 
young lad, " sitting in the midst of the rabbis, 
both hearing them and asking them questions. 
And all that heard Him were astonished at His 
understanding and answers." This is the one 
glimpse given us of the life of God on earth 
during his boyhood. Then the curtain is drawn, 
and He lives an unrecorded life for eighteen 
years. God on earth 1 Living, unnoticed and 
unknown, the daily life of the sinners He loved 
and came to save ! 

Will this curtain ever be removed ! Shall we 
evet* know the details of the wonderful life, the 
story of the unrecorded boyhood and early man- 
hood, of our Brother and best Friend ? I love to 
think it will be so ! I anticipate a time and a place 
hereafter, when I may meet some of our Lord's 
early companions and friends in heaven, who, 
in reply to earnest questions, will from personal 
knowledge, reveal all that iaii.ON? -vxr^Tio^^i.'^^^"^^ 
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wander in sweet and holy companionship on the 
shore of the river of life ! Is not the promise 
given, " What thou knowest not now, thou shalt 
know hereafter " ? and how far does that pro- 
mise extend ? 

We are seeking after God ! Let us continue 
our search in the life, teachings, and miracles, 
the words and works, of Jesus the Christ. We 
are standing in thought on the borders of the 
lake of Galilee, where I yet earnestly hope to 
stand in reality before I die 1 How lovely its 
clear sparkling waters I how beautiful the ver- 
dure that reaches to the very shore ! What 
busy scenes in the cities that are so closely 
dotted around its banks ! In one of these cities 
was the home of Jesus after he left Nazareth, 
and in the neighbourhood of this city He com- 
menced His beneficent ministry ; for ** from that 
time Jesus began to preach and to say, Bepent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

We are searching after God 1 Behold Him 
in human form, led up of the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil Why is 
this ? why this terrible degradation and indig- 
nity attempted to be fastened on the Holy One ? 
" That He may be able to succour them that are 
tempted I " If there be any, who, striving to 
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commence the Christian life, are sorely tempted 
to speak or do evil, look to Jesus I " He 
knoweth ! " and use His weapons only. " It is 
written " was His watchword ; " the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God," His 
only weapon; with it He conquered, so also 
shalt thou gain the victory by following in His 
steps. 

Overcoming the wiles of the tempter by Hid 
own Word written for uS) He came from the 
wilderness to take His place as the Great 
Teacher, the Physician, the Example of human- 
ity. It needs only to read the record, to see and 
admire the exquisite blending of all these offices 
in the daily life of the Son of God. How 
"never man spake like this Man," His "ene- 
mies being judges. " "How He went about doing 
good, for God was with Hinu" " When He was 
reviled, He reviled not again; when He suffered, 
He threatened not ; but committed Himself to 
Him who judgeth righteously." Yet " He was 
despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. And we hid as it 
were our faces from Him." 

Seeking after God we have found Him in 
Christ ! " God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in ti\ika ^^fiX» -vxs^ "^c^r* 
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fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son." The Christ of 
God came upon this sin-marred yet beautiful 
earth, and in clear plain words revealed to men 
the love of His and their Father in heaven. 
Teaching with authority, knowing alike the will 
of God and what was in man to which He 
could appeal ; He delivered unto us the things 
that make for our everlasting peace, and we 
may wisely and well ponder over the glorious 
beauty of the revelations He came to make to 
His own earth-bom brethren. Let us hear the 
voice of God speaking from heaven in testimony 
of Jesus. " This is My beloved Son, hear ye 
Him!" and then listen reverently to the 
" Teacher come from God." 

Take some fair young child into thine em- 
brace, press thy lips upon the up-turned brow 
with a blessing and a prayer ; then think of the 
Lord Christ doing the same, and hear His 
words ; " Take heed that ye despise not one of 
these little ones ; for / say unto you, that in 
heaven their angels do always behold the face 
of My Father which is in heaven." Mother ! 
with the dove-like eyes of thy little one looking 
up into thine own, bear witness. Is not this the 
revealing of God ? 
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What of the teaching of Jesus for young men ? 
It is written of one that " Jesus beholding him, 
loved him," and proceeded to exemplify His love 
by endeavouring to win his affections from the 
wood, hay, stubble of time ; to the gold, silver, 
precious stones of eternity. 

His teaching for His followers was indeed 
" the true light that lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world." "Hear ye Him." 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, they that mourn, 
the meek, they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, 
the peacemakers, they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake ; and is not this teaching 
true in the very highest sense ? Who on the 
sinful sorrowful earth are so really and fully 
blessed as those answering the descriptions of 
the Great Teacher sent from above ] 

Time and space forbid us to linger, as fain we 
would, at the feet of Jesus, learning of Him. 
With one more teaching we must leave this most 
holy and profitable field of search after God. 
Listen, reverently, to the deep communing of 
the holy Son on earth with the holy Father in 
heaven. " Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on Me through 
their word, that they all ma^ \i^ ot^ar ^''^ '^^ 
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tliem and Thou in Me; that they may be made 
perfect in One." Kot here and now can we 
fully comprehend this wondrous revelation of 
perfect love. But we may know when we have 
passed " within the veil." 

Let us search after God in thd miracles 
wrought by Jesus in ministering to the various 
needs of men. And as health and strength are 
our greatest blessings, let us witness the Christ 
bestowing these upon individuals and multitudes. 
Here is one of the afflicted and abhorred, — a 
leper! coming along the highway and warning 
all from contact with him by the well-known 
cry, " Unclean, unclean I " But see ! before 
him is the great Prophet of Galilee, and hope 
brightens the filmy eyes and strengthens the 
failing limbs. He hurries on and falls at the 
feet of Jesus, Listen to his agony of supplica- 
tion, "Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make 
me clean I" Look at the yearning features, see 
the quivering lips, nor wonder at his earnest- 
ness, for he has found " a place of hope.*' 
Hark ! the " stiU small voice " answers his out- 
burst of entreaty, "I will 3 be thou clean!" 
Only those who have felt the leprosy of sin and 
the blessedness of cleansing from it, can fully 
sjmpathise with this cleansed one as he returns 



CHRIST. 107 

rejoicingly to his restored place among the 
healthy and the clean. How many such did 
Jesus cleanse? How many sick, halt, lame, 
blind, maimed, palsied, withered, profited by 
His miraculous ministering 1 So great were the 
number that no record could be kept, but an 
eye-witness tells us, "Jesus went about all 
Galilee . . . healing all manner of sickness and 
all manner of disease among the people." 

Touching thus lightly upon the teaching and 
healing of Jesus, let us come in our search after 
God to the closing days and hours of the human 
life of the Christ from heaven. When the 
fulness of the time was come. He steadfastly 
set His face to go up to Jerusalem. He knew 
what was awaiting Him there, but His purpose 
faltered not. His feet wavered not; His spirit 
within Him was straitened until all the Scrip- 
tures concerning Him were fulfilled. He went 
(unlike Abraham, who knew not whither he 
went) with the full knowledge that shame, and 
suffering, and death were in the way. Into the 
beautiful city in triumphant procession, after 
passing quietly His last Sabbath on earth, went 
the King of the Jews, with the acclaim of the 
multitudes, the hosannahs of the children ring- 
ing around Him, the elottm^^ ^\A *^^^ ^^^>sar 
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branches strewing all the way. Hiey had 
shouted and sang, but " He beheld the city and 
wept over it " " with strong crying and tears," 
foreseeing the evil that should follow their 
rejection of Himself. Into the city and up the 
grand ascent into the Temple, there asserting 
His right, as both Prophet and King, to interfere 
with its desecration and restore it to its proper 
use. Having cleansed it, teaching in it and in 
the city streets daily. Opposed by all the keen 
subtilty of lawyers and scribes, and the murder- 
ous malice of Herodians and priests, the car- 
penter's Son withstood and triumphed over them 
all, forcing upon them the inquiry, " Whence 
hath this man this wisdom and these mighty 
works ? " 

Let us stand amid the entranced disciples and 
multitude while the low thrilling voice choked 
with emotion foretells the swiftly coming doom 
of the Temple that was His own, " There shall 
not be left one stone upon another that shall not 
be thrown down ! " Let us hear the revealing 
of the suffering and sorrows, the multitudes of 
awful deaths of agoi^ and shame that should so 
speedily follow His own. 

Go with Him in spirit when. His public teach- 
jn^ ended^ the Beloved had withdrawn Himself 
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into the company of His disciples to pass His 
few last hours on earth. See Him wash His 
disciples' feet; hear the lesson as to cleansing 
from all defilement, and profit by it, and then 
listen to the final teaching and the intercessory 
prayer. Surely we have found God in a twofold 
sense, — in Him who utters, and in Him who 
hears this prayer that shall never be forgotten. 
Pass into the quiet moonlit streets of Jerusalem, 
across the valley and the brook, to " the mount 
that is called Olivet," and view the last great 
conflict and the final victory ! Listen ! ** If it 
be possible, let this cup pass from Me; never- 
theless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt." Per- 
fect submission ! unfaltering trust ! though " His 
sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood falling 

« 

to the ground." 

Uproar breaking upon the quietness, hoarse 
shouts rending the silence, the red light of 
torches reflected on the sheen of the olive-leaves ; 
and they led Him away, to be handed back 
and forth, to mockeries of trial, to " shame and 
spitting." 

Hear the ribald mockery as they shriek, 
"Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, who is he 
that smote Thee ? " See the reed-sceptre thrust 
in derision into the unresisting hand^ ^xjl^^^^^^^^'^ 
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at the patience of Him who could, but would 
not, summon legions of angels to His aid. After 
exhausting all the mockeries they could invent 
upon Him, " they led Him away to be crucified." 

Suffering it all, He staggered upon His way to 
still more bitter sorrow and shame, bearing His 
cross. When He could endure no more they 
seized a passer-by, and compelled him to bear 
the burden to Calvary. " There they crucified 
Him, and two others with Him ; on either side 
one, and Jesus in the midst." Surely they are 
human, atid will let Him die in peace 1 Nay, 
all earth and hell broke loose upon Him to do 
their worst. "They that passed by reviled 
Him, wagging their heads" in most bitter 
mockery and triumphant derision; while the 
tempting of the evil one caused Him to cry in 
very agony, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? " 

But in the very midst of the suffering and 
shame we find God ! Hear and see. " Fathej, 
forgive them ! '* « This is the Son of God." 

It is the quiet of the early morning ! and in 
the garden where they have laid Him only the 
tramp of the sentinel breaks upon the silence.- 
Hark, the earthquake ! See, the angel descend- 
ing and rolling away the stoned Behold the 
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keepers quaking and becoming as dead men. 
"He is risen ! " " He is risen, as He said." 
Not another, but " Jesus Christ, the same yes- 
terday, and to-day, and for ever." 

" This same Jesus " that was crucified, shown 
and proved to be ; by His comforting the weeping 
women, by manifesting Himself, and by His 
special message to Peter, who had denied Him. 
The same Jesus, whose last words of teaching 
and comfort were " Peace I leave with you," 
repeats the words when He rejoins them in the 
closed chamber, " Peace be unto you." Remov- 
ing the doubts of one, the fears of all, restoring 
the backsliding. It is Jesus of Nazareth ! He 
is risen from the dead ! We have found God in 
the resurrection of His Son! "He led them 
out to Bethany, and while He was blessing them 
He was parted from them and taken into hea- 
ven." Is not this birth, life, death, resurrection 
and ascension of Jesus, the revealing of God ? 

Has not God revealed Himself in Christ, " By 
whom also He made the worlds;" who was de- 
spised, rejected, crucified, and has now sat down 
at the right hand of God ? 

Let us in concluding our seeking after God 
take the wings of faith and revelation and visit 
our Eternal Home ! Behold, '^^ ^\^ 'ycl *(is^w>.^25^» 
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in heaven ! Around us are the angels and arch- 
angels, the cherubim and seraphim, the ministers 
who are a flaming fire. Here are the spirits of 
the just made perfect, clothed in white robes 
and palms in their hands. Here also the little 
children who follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth. Here is the river of life proceeding 
out of the throne of God, upon whose banks, 
upreared in fadeless, glowing beauty, are the 
trees of life. 

But amid the dazzling splendour, the spotless 
holiness, there is nothing to compare with Jesus ! 
nothing so grand, glowing, satisfying as God in 
Christ ! 

Is there indeed a God? Has He revealed 
Himself ] <* Behold and see ! " in Astronomy, 
Geology, History, Keligion, Life, Conscience, 
Scripture, Christ. 

** Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when He shall appear we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And 
every man that hath this hope in Him, purifieth 
himself, even as He is pure." 
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